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EDITORIAL 

As I write this, I can hardly believe that is the fifth Annual Report for which I 
have been editor and it is even more difficult to comprehend that I will have 
been retired from work (paid employment that is!) for five years in May.  
Perhaps, with deadlines to be met, bird notes to be produced, and meetings to be 
attended it just seems like work.  However, I keep reminding myself that this 
really is my hobby and I do it for fun! 
 
On a more serious note, the early part of 2001 was marred by Foot and Mouth 
disease which devastated much of the countryside, including wide bands of 
Shropshire.  People were encouraged to stay away from the countryside and 
many reserves, including Venus Pool, were closed.  Access restrictions started to 
ease from May onward, but the public were slow to return in any numbers.  This 
also seemed to be the case with bird watchers, many of whom, myself included, 
had either lost the habit or the enthusiasm to go out bird watching.  Let us hope 
that the lessons will be learned and that it will be many years, if ever, before 
there is a recurrence. 
 
None the less, I am encouraged that, despite this, the number of records received 
continues to increase and there is a steady increase in the number of observers 
sending in their sightings.  In 1997, my first year as County Recorder 
approximately 12,300 records were received from 90 observers and in 2001 the 
figures are 18,700 records and 121 observers.  However, I still feel that with a 
membership of nearly 700 we could and should do better and I urge everyone, 
from experienced observers to beginners, to get into the habit of taking notes and 
contributing.  Please do not assume that your records are unimportant or that 
someone else will send them in. 
 
Finally, can I make a plea for help.  Illustrations and photographs are always 
needed for the Annual Report and regular readers will realise how heavily I rely 
on a few regular contributors to whom I am extremely grateful.  However, it 
would be nice to see others becoming involved, so come on you artists and 
photographers, please send your work in. 
 
 
    Geoff Holmes, January 2003 
    County Recorder and Bird Report Editor 
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GOSHAWK AND THE FORESTRY COMMISSION 

IN SOUTH SHROPSHIRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The goshawk (northern goshawk Accipiter gentillis) is found throughout 
forested habitat in the Holartic region which encompasses Europe, Asia and 
North America.  In Europe, its range extends from the boreal forest of 
Scandinavia and Siberia, through the temperate broad-leaved forest zone of 
Central Europe and south into the Mediterranean.  In Britain, regular breeding 
had ceased by the late 18th century, largely as a result of deforestation over the 
centuries, and intense persecution in the 19th century resulted in its virtual 
extinction (Bannerman 1956-63; Petty 1989). 
 
In the 1960s and 1970s the species was re-established in Britain and its 
population has grown steadily and has now become relatively common in some 
parts of Britain.  Despite this success, goshawks remain vulnerable to both 
accidental and wilful disturbance when they are breeding and, as such, they 
remain on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and are thus 
fully protected. 

Goshawk feeding chicks 
Photograph courtesy of Forestry Commission 

Slide 2 
Goshawk at nest 
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In the mid-1980s, the Forestry Commission became increasingly aware of the 
importance of the goshawk population within its Marches Forest, including 
woods in south Shropshire, and the possible conflict this raised between forest 
operations and the protection afforded the species.  Marches Forest District 
approached the Forestry Commission Wildlife and Research Branch for 
guidance on the management of goshawks and a draft project plan was prepared 
in 1987. 
 
In 1988, the first survey was undertaken to assess the status of goshawks, with a 
team selected by the Forestry Commission undertaking the recording.  Further 
research by the Forestry Commission led to the publication of FC Bulletin 81, 
Goshawks: Their Status, Requirements and Management (Petty 1989).  After 
publication, the then Marches Forest District, now part of West Midlands Forest 
District, decided to continue with an annual survey of the District’s goshawk 
population.  The data (Table 1) showing the changes since 1988 has been 
compiled using only records from the Shropshire population..  
 
During the breeding season, between April and July each year, all woodland 
deemed suitable for goshawks are surveyed in a systematic manner for signs of 
breeding pairs.  The goshawk generally favours mature trees, historically 
deciduous broadleaves like oak, although they now find suitable nesting sites 
amongst mature conifers i.e. larch, Douglas fir and Sitka spruce.  Identified sites 
are then recorded and mapped, prey remains noted and, finally, productivity 
data is collected. 
 
Findings of the survey 
 
Table 1 shows a gradual increase of identified nest sites from the first survey in 
1988 to the present day resulting in an established population.  This can be 
attributed to a number of factors, particularly the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 which gave the bird full protection throughout the year.  Also significant 
is the reduction of accidental disturbance as a result of the guidelines that 
foresters today follow when the nest sites are identified.  A 400m no working 
zone is implemented during the nesting period, although it has been found that 
as the chicks approach fledging, this can be reduced to 150m without disturbing 
the birds. 
 
As for the productivity of each nesting site, little has been published about the 
reproductive rate of the British goshawks.  As far as we can ascertain 
productivity appears to be influenced by a number of factors such as climate, 
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disturbance, food source (see Table 2) and the birds’ breeding condition.  What 
we can establish from the table is that we have had 236 chicks produced 
successfully from our woodland sites over 14 years and that the goshawk 
population in the county can be described as established and healthy.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Over the past 14 years the Forestry Commission has managed goshawks in the 
Marches Forest with increasing knowledge of the birds’ needs and protection. 
Through the dedication of the wildlife staff, goshawks are given priority in the 
preparation of  Forest Design Plans and Conservation Plans with suitable nesting 
trees being retained.  A 400m exclusion zone is adopted around nest sites during 
the breeding season.  All are major factors in the goshawk's success. The annual 
survey will continue and we can look to the future with optimism. 
 
References 
 
Bannerman, D. A. (1956-1963). The Birds of the British Isles.  Edinburgh and 
London 
Petty, S. J. (1989). Goshawks: Their Status, Requirements and Management.  
FC Bulletin 81. 

 
Cliff Smout 

Cliff Smout (left) assisting with the ringing of goshawks 
Photgraph courtesy of the Forestry Commission 

Slide 3 
Ringing Goshawk 
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VENUS POOL REPORT 2001 

One of the many repercussions of the Foot and Mouth crisis which hit Britain in 
February 2001 was that bird watching activities were seriously curtailed for 
much of the first half of the year.  In line with the action taken by other 
conservation organisations in response to Foot and Mouth restrictions, Venus 
Pool was closed to the public from mid-February until mid-May, when, 
following DEFRA guidance, and in consultation with our neighbours, we were 
at last able to reopen the reserve. 
 
In spite of the restrictions on visits to Venus Pool during much of the breeding 
season, a number of records of breeding or attempted breeding were received, 
although the success rate was low.  Great crested grebe made two attempts 
which failed, several broods of mallard were lost, three pairs of little ringed 
plover hatched young but all were predated, two pairs of oystercatcher were 
unsuccessful, and virtually the entire colony of about 50 pairs of black headed 
gull was lost (probably to foxes).  However, coot, moorhen and, notably, tree 
sparrow were all successful.  The installation of nest boxes on the reserve, as 
well as the maintenance of the feeding station throughout the year, has been of 
enormous benefit to our resident population of tree sparrows, a species which 
has shown an alarming decline in Britain in recent years. 
 
Bird highlights of 2001 included two long-staying female ring-necked ducks, 
present from mid-January until mid-March, a greater scaup in January, a 
Mediterranean gull which appeared briefly on 15 May and two little egrets in 
late July.  A number of records of osprey, and of hobby catching dragonflies and 
chasing swifts, were received from the summer months, and a grey phalarophe 
was seen by several lucky observers towards the end of November. 
 
A total of 111 species was seen at Venus Pool during 2001.  Fifteen species of 
duck were recorded; as well as the commoner and regular species, there was a 
maximum of 16 wigeon on 24 September, up to three gadwall in the spring, and 
300 teal on 21 January, as well as pintail, garganey and goldeneye.  A good 
variety of waders was also seen during the year; of particular interest were 
European golden plover, knot, sanderling, little and Temminck’s stints, ruff and 
black-tailed godwit.  The first spring migrants were a sand martin on 16 March 
and a chiffchaff on 24 March.  Later summer migrants included whitethroat, 
lesser whitethroat and yellow wagtail, with hirundines being recorded until 
3 October. 
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Several Sunday Work Parties took place during the year.  As well as the ongoing 
maintenance work of strimming vegetation, weed control, scrub clearance, 
coppicing of willows and pulling ragwort, we planted more native trees and 
shrubs by the plantation and a hedge above the marsh.  Another important task is 
the management of the water levels in the pool, lowering them to create 
conditions suitable for the spring and autumn wader passages, and raising them 
again in winter to attract wildfowl.  The water levels are controlled by means of 
wooden boards and a block in the sluice at the outflow into the fishing pool.  
 
The major habitat management work undertaken during the year was to 
transform the former maize fields surrounding the pool into species-rich hay 
fields.  The ground had been prepared earlier in the year, by ploughing, 
harrowing and carrying out weed control, and over a number of hot and sunny 
Sundays from mid-July, the task of hay strewing began. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The hay was acquired from several local, flower-rich meadows as part of the 
Society’s objective to create species-rich grassland around the Reserve.  The hay 
was cut, baled green and immediately transported to Venus Pool. 
 
Mechanical help was needed to move the bales around the site where they were 
opened and the hay spread thinly, all by hand, onto the fields, the idea being that 
as the hay dried, it would shed its seed on the ground, mimicking what would 
occur naturally in a hay field. 

Freshly cut and baled hay arriving 
Photograph by M Wallace 
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A huge amount of effort went into this process, from identifying suitable 
donor sites to organising the purchase and transportation of the hay to the task 
of strewing itself.  At least 40 individuals made a significant contribution to 
the process. 

Hopefully, all our efforts will have paid off and the results will be there for 
all to see.  Ongoing scientific monitoring of the hay fields will be undertaken, 
to examine in detail the success of the project, and the results will be used to 
provide information to others proposing similar grassland recreation projects.  
If successful, this project will make a significant contribution to national and 
local Biodiversity Action Plans. 

Helen J Griffiths 

Professor Ian Trueman oversees operations 
Photograph by M Wallace 

 

Volunteers hard at work 
Photograph by M Wallace 



11 

 PEREGRINE PAIR APPARENTLY TEACHING 
YOUNG TO HUNT 

The Revd WJ Webb had the good fortune to watch an exciting event, though the 
curlew involved would have been less appreciative.  He wrote to the SOS about the 
event he witnessed on 19 July 2001. 
 
“10.30am … I had just negotiated the traffic island … and spotted two birds 
together in the sky [and] guessed they might be peregrine falcons.  Fortunately I 
had my binoculars with me in the car.  They were peregrines and by now were 
winnowing very rapidly towards me.  Seconds later and almost overhead I saw five 
birds converging upwards in a cluster.  I expected this would be a family party of 
perhaps two adults and three juvenile peregrine falcons.  However through my 
glasses I saw to my amazement one of the birds was a curlew! 
 
“The wader zigzagged desperately about the sky pursued by four peregrines!  All 
five birds careered back towards the quarry at great speed.  The leading peregrine, 
which seemed by its size relative to the curlew to be a tiercel, was remorseless in 
his pursuing.  Finally he had the curlew below him and he dropped onto it in a short 
swift stoop binding to the wader from above.  Immediately another peregrine, 
presumably a juvenile, caught up and bound to the curlew as well so momentarily 
there was a cluster of three birds locked together in mid-air! 
 
“Then the second peregrine broke away and I saw the curlew hanging upside down 
beneath the first peregrine with its wings spread out and hanging open and its head 
dangling down and the strange “double-bird” sank slowly earthwards out of sight 
behind the quarry buildings. 
 
“… I felt sorry for the curlew while admiring the superlative flying skills and speed 
of the peregrines.  The juveniles were as equally determined as the adult bird to kill 
the curlew, they just lacked his extra speed and experience.” 
 
We know that the peregrines breeding in the quarry concerned fledged three young 
in 2001 and one or two things may have been going on here; co-operative hunting 
and/or training of the young.  Derek Ratcliffe in his monograph (“The Peregrine 
Falcon” 1993, Second Edition) discusses both issues, especially “There has been a 
good deal of debate over the years on the question of whether or how parents train 
their eyasses to hunt”.   He goes on to relate recorded instances of adults evidently 
chasing prey in order to tire it ready for the young to take over for the final kill.  He 
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also relates cases of adults capturing and then deliberately releasing prey for the 
young to chase and in at least one case successfully catch. 
 
In terms of the manner of the event Ratcliffe does mention that “young quickly 
become skilled at taking the food, often turning upside down beneath the parent 
at the moment of exchange”, a manoeuvre later to become part of courtship and 
so worth practising.  
 
The story goes a little further.  When I checked the site history with John Turner 
of the Shropshire Peregrine Group he mentioned that the site’s warden (name 
withheld to protect the site’s location) reported that the parents had bought in 
rabbits as food on a number of occasions.  While they may have been collected 
as carrion or they were probably caught live.  If the latter this also notable 
though not a rare occurrence for “peregrines have been known to take a 
miscellaneous assortment of ground prey … rabbits are the most frequent … 
and are usually young animals” (Ratcliffe 1980). 
 
I suspect that Rev Webb’s event was a combination of both co-operation and 
tutoring.  The family was involved and it was perhaps chance that saw the 
tiercel first to the quarry rather than his mate – both would probably have been 
quicker off the mark than their young.  Pairs do hunt together as part of their 
courtship early in the breeding season (Ratcliffe 1980) so the concept would not 
be new to them when raising their young.  Above all there would be a high 
selective advantage to parents who train their young to feed efficiently, as 
opposed to parents desultory on the issue; genetically it would seem the sensible 
thing to do. 
 
All this might suggest that this particular peregrine pair are a bit special.  
Rather, I suggest that it is just the result of keen observation and reporting.  
Interesting things are going on out there all the time – we just have to be 
observant enough to see them, think on them for a while and look them up in the 
books if they seem unusual, or tell someone else who might. 
 
Ratcliffe, D.A. (1993).  The Peregrine Falcon (Second Edition). Poyser, Calton. 
 
 

John Tucker 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
SYSTEMATIC LIST 

Abbreviations: 
 
ASF Allscott Sugar Factory  EGM Ellesmere Group of Meres 
SSF Shrewsbury Sewage Farm  VP Venus Pool 
BOU British Ornithologists’ Union BTO British Trust for Ornithology 
WeBS Wetland Bird Survey  
 
Summary of weather conditions: 
 
Jan–Mar The cold spell with which the previous year ended continued until 
the third week of January with sharp frosts which resulted in most waters being 
frozen over.  Towards the end of the month, a return to milder westerly winds 
brought heavy rainfall.  February started unsettled, but then high pressure took over 
bringing much bright weather, but with over-night frosts.  March was unsettled with 
average temperatures and rainfall. 
 
Apr-Jun April was generally cool and unsettled with an Atlantic influence 
at the beginning and end of the month, although a cold northerly air-stream 
dominated the mid-month period.  May commenced with high pressure and a cool 
north-easterly air-flow before it became more unsettled, but warmer, as winds 
became mainly south-westerly.  June was generally a warm and humid month. 
 
Jul-Sep  July was generally unsettled, with frequent low pressure systems 
bringing bouts of heavy rain.  However, it improved during the last week when high 
pressure became established.  August was generally warm and settled, although often 
humid.  September was changeable starting with a north westerly air-stream but, 
from mid-month, high pressure introduced north easterly winds before a change to 
wet south westerly conditions in the last few days. 
 
Oct-Dec  October was exceptionally warm but, with winds mainly from the 
west or south west, rainfall was higher than average.  This mild weather continued 
throughout November and for most of December as Atlantic low pressure systems 
dominated.  December was one of the mildest on record and it was not until the very 
end of the month that north winds introduced a cold snap. 
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A Summary of the birding year: 
 
Bird watching was badly affected in the first part of the year with access to much 
of the countryside restricted because of Foot and Mouth disease and many bird 
watching sites were closed.  It was only from May onwards that people were 
encouraged to return to the rural areas but, in infected areas, some footpaths and 
sites remained closed for much of the year. Very little survey work was possible, 
with the BTO and other organisations cancelling ongoing studies.  Despite the 
restrictions, good birds were found although, not surprisingly, most finds were in 
the second half of the year. 
 
During the first winter period, the two female ring-necked ducks which were 
first found at VP on 23 Dec 2001 were seen on and off until 16 Mar.  The only 
other notable record was of a 1st winter Iceland gull which roosted at the Mere, 
Ellesmere on various dates between 11 Feb and 4 Apr. 
 
Spring produced a knot at Venus Pool on the 10 May and a Temminck’s stint 
from the 22nd–24th with two on the 23rd.  Perhaps the best spring record, 
however, was of a corncrake calling at Wem from the 23 May until 6 Jun. 
 
Summer records included a spoonbill at Wall Farm from 18-22 Jun, fulmar at 
VP on 30 Jun, black redstart near Craven Arms on 23 Jul and a black-necked 
grebe at Allscott Sugar Factory on 27-28 Jul.  Five little egrets were seen at the 
same time, with three at Wall Farm on 25 & 27 Jul and two at VP on the 26th 
and 27th. 
 
Autumn migration produced some superb waders at ASF including a 
grey plover from 31 Aug–2 Sep, a purple sandpiper on 18 Sep and a 
pectoral sandpiper from 24-29 Sep and several spotted redshanks and 
curlew sandpipers.  In addition, a Temminck’s stint was seen at Wood Lane 
on 19 Aug.  Other notable autumn records included a spotted crake at 
Chelmarsh from 19 Aug-30 Sep, a honey buzzard near Brignorth 29 Sep-2 Oct, 
a short-eared owl at Tibberton 9-14 Oct, a hoopoe near Fenemere 20-22 Oct and 
a water pipit at ASF from 21 Oct-10 Nov. 
 
During Nov a great grey shrike was seen at Much Wenlock on the 6th and two 
more excellent waders were found, a knot at ASF from the 20th-25th and a grey 
phalarope at VP on the 24th.  The year ended with a fine drake green-winged 
teal at ASF from 8-12 Dec, a great bittern at Melverley on 25 Dec and Iceland 
gulls at Chelmarsh on 26 Dec and Priorslee Lake on 30-31 Dec. 
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THE SYSTEMATIC LIST 

LITTLE GREBE   Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Status: Common resident 
 
A popular species with 149 records from 30 widely scattered sites, although 
breeding was only confirmed at Brown Moss (two pairs), Monkmoor Pool and 
Wall Farm where three pairs successfully fledged young.  Probable breeding also 
occurred at Buildwas, Chelmarsh, Middletown near the Breiddens and VP where 
two pairs were present. 
 
The only double-figure counts came from Brown Moss, with 19 on 9 Jun and 
14 on 15 Jul.  The first of these counts included two broods whilst the latter 
comprised eight adults and six juveniles. 
 
GREAT CRESTED GREBE   Podiceps cristatus 
Status:  Common resident and winter visitor 

 
This species was only confirmed breeding at 
one site this year, contrasting poorly with 
the 12 sites recorded in 2000.  However, 
field visits during the breeding season will 
have been severely affected by the Foot and 
Mouth restrictions.  The confirmed breeding 
came from Priorslee Lake where two 
juveniles were observed on 30 May, with 
three present on 30 Jun. 
 

A pair incubating eggs at VP on 27 Apr are considered to have failed and, 
despite a second attempt in Jun, no juvenile birds were reported.  Display was 
noted at Chelmarsh in Feb and Priorslee Flash in Mar, the display including 
weed presentation at the latter site. 
 
The largest count for the year was recorded at The Mere, Ellesmere on 17 Jan, 
where 62 birds were concentrated on a small patch of open water during a freeze 
over.  Summer counts at Chelmarsh included 12 in May, 15 in Jun, 29 in Jul and 
39 in Aug. 

 

Great Crested Grebe 
Illustration by Rosie Rees 
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Monthly maxima of great crested grebes at selected sites: 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE   Podiceps nigricollis 
Status: A rare summer and winter visitor and scarce passage migrant. 
 
A juvenile was present on a small pool at ASF from 27-29 Jul (KTP). 
 
This follows last year’s record when a juvenile was present at the same site from 
18 Jul to 1 Aug.  Other recent records have been of a summer plumage bird at 
Wood Lane and a pair at Crosemere in May 1995 and a single bird at White Mere 
in 1996.  The last confirmed breeding in the county was in 1989. 
 
FULMAR   Fulmarus glacialis 
Status: Very rare vagrant 
 
One was seen flying north at VP on 30 Jun (DLB). 
 
Subject to the current review of old records, this represents the first since 1992, 
when single birds were recorded at Hawkstone Park on 4 Jul and Chelmarsh on 
3 Dec, and only the fourth since the formation of the Society in 1955. 
 
GREAT CORMORANT   Phalacrocorax carbo 
Status: Common winter visitor and passage migrant. 
 
As in 1999 and 2000, this species was recorded in every month of the year, with 
unseasonable birds at Church Aston and Wood Lane in May and a single record 
of two birds at Buttery Farm on 27 Jun. 
 
The highest counts for the year were 51 at Colemere on 13 Dec, 50 utilising a 
regular roost tree adjacent to the River Severn at Highley on 16 Jan and 34 flying 
downriver at Bridgnorth on 20 Dec.  In addition to the above, double figure 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh 12 8 - 13 20 8 - 12 

Cole Mere 7 10 - - 1 4 3 22 

Priorslee Lake 11 13 24 13 6 4 9 12 

The Mere, Ellesmere 62 33 31 12 26 30 10 19 

White Mere 6 11 - - 6 10 9 13 
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counts were recorded at Buildwas, Hayes Farm, Ironbridge, Shavington Big Pool 
and Wood Lane. 
 

Monthly maxima at selected sites: 
GREAT BITTERN   Botaurus stellaris 
Status: Rare winter visitor 

 
One was seen at Melverley on 25 Dec 
(SM) and was reported as being present 
for a few days prior to this. 
 
This bird was seen by inexperienced 
observers but their excellent description 
of the bird’s structure, plumage and 
behavior left the records committee in 
no doubt as to its identity. 
 
Remains a great rarity in the county and 
this was the first record since 1997. 
 

 
LITTLE EGRET   Egretta garzetta 
Status: Rare vagrant. 
 
The first record for the year was of three birds at Wall Farm on 25 & 27 Jul (PJ, 
MGG), although they were not seen here on the 26th.  However, two birds were 
found at VP on 26 Jul (EGB) and they were still present on the 27th, raising the 
probability that the county hosted five different birds on this date.  The final 

 Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh - 2 - 28 21 - - 

Cole Mere 21 6 - 1 - 1 51 

Priorslee Lake 24 5 14 1 - 1 4 

The Mere, Ellesmere 23 5 - 34 33 21 25 

White Mere - 30 - - 3 14 - 

 

Great Bittern 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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report was of a juvenile at Chelmarsh from 19 Aug (AL, AWG) until 1 Sep. 
Still a rare bird within the county, with just ten previous records since it was first 
recorded in 1992.  All of the previous records have been of single birds and the 
records from Wall Farm and VP are, therefore, notable. 
 
GREY HERON   Ardea cinerea 
Status: Common resident. 
 
The only breeding reported was from The Mere, Ellesmere where 19 nests were 
occupied on 13 May, which is consistent with the 21 nests occupied in 2000 and 
19 in 1999.  The Halston Hall heronry was not visited this year due to Foot and 
Mouth restrictions. 
 
Away from The Mere, the only double figure counts came from Chelmarsh, 
where a maximum of 15 were recorded on 9 Jul and 30 Aug.  One was observed 
as taking an almost fully grown juvenile Moorhen at VP on 13 Jul.  Records of 
birds being mobbed by corvids came from both Condover and Somerwood. 
 
EURASIAN SPOONBILL   Platalea leucorodia 
Status: Very rare vagrant 
 
The only record for the year of this extreme county rarity was of a bird that 
graced the marsh at Wall Farm from 18-22 Jun (SD, ARS). 
 
This represents only the fourth record during the last 12 years; the previous three 
were all at VP in Sep 1997, Oct 1994 and Nov 1990.  Prior to this, four were 
present at Claverley in Oct 1972 and one was seen in flight near Newport in 
Aug 1965. 
 
MUTE SWAN   Cygnus olor 
Status: Common resident. 
 
A remarkably similar breeding season to 2000, with 23 pairs hatching 104 
cygnets from 21 sites.  This compares with 103 hatched birds from 24 pairs at 25 
sites in 2000.  Ellerton and Newport each held two breeding pairs, one of which 
at the former site, had 10 cygnets on 20 May which, happily, were reported 
intact on 3 Sep. 
 
A pair on the Newport Canal hatched eight cygnets with seven reported as 
surviving.  At Church Aston, a pair hatched seven cygnets and on 18 May they 
commenced what is, apparently, their usual walk through Newport.  Three 
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cygnets were lost in traffic.  However, the pair and remaining youngsters were 
rescued by the RSPCA and were released just over the Staffordshire border at 
Meretown where the the four young were ringed on 3 Sep. 
 
Winter flock sizes were encouraging, with a maximum of 78 birds recorded at 
The Buttery on 20 Jan, this eclipsed by 82 at nearby Kynnersley on 22 Feb.  
Kynnersley recorded the second winter period’s highest count of 49 on 29 Dec, 
Wall Farm held 45 on 28 Nov, whilst Melverley recorded 32 on 4 Nov.  
Elsewhere, double figure counts were recorded at a further 11 sites with VP 
holding a maximum of 33 non-breeding birds in May, reducing to a maximum of 
24 in Jun. 
 
A corpse with colour ring Blue UXD, which was picked up at the confluence of 
the Rivers Severn and Perry on 23 Aug, had been ringed as a cygnet at 
Northwich in 1996 and had been recorded at Shrewsbury in 1998.  Another 
colour ringed bird, Blue 7AZC was taken into care at Monkmoor on 6 Aug, with 
a fisherman’s lure in its tongue  It was released back at Monkmoor on 15 Aug 
and was later reported at Venus Pool on 17 Nov.  It was one of 109 Mute Swans 
taken into care during the year, by Cuan House Wildlife Rescue Centre at Much 
Wenlock and of these 84 were returned to the wild. 
 
TUNDRA SWAN   Cygnus columbianus 
Status: Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
Two were present in the Wall Farm/Kynnersley area from 29 Dec until 
1 Jan 2002 (PJ). 
 
It would appear the first and last weeks of our calendar year may represent the 
optimum time to record this species in the county because last year two birds 
were recorded at VP on 25 Dec, with four at Wroxeter on 28 Dec and the 
previous record was at ASF on 4-5 Jan 1997 when 21 birds were present. 
 
WHOOPER SWAN   Cygnus cygnus 
Status: Scarce  winter visitor 
 
The only record for the first winter period was of ten birds on the Severn/
Vyrnwy flood plain at Hayes Farm, Alberbury on 14 Jan (WeBS) 
 
The first records for the second winter period were three adults and two juveniles 
at Alberbury with a further four adults nearby at Melverley on 2 Dec (AL), 
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whilst on the same day five were recorded in flight at Middletown crossing the 
border into Wales (SB).  The final record was of four at Hayes Farm, Alberbury 
on 16 Dec (WeBS) 
 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE   Anser brachyrhynchus 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, some feral birds 
 
The only record for the year of birds which were of certain wild origin was a 
skein of 50 birds seen flying north-west at Market Drayton on 1 Feb.  The birds 
were flying in typical 'V' formation and were heard calling in flight. 
 
Whilst the dates do not preclude the remaining reports from being wild birds, it 
is perhaps more likely that they were of feral or captive origin.  Singles were at 
Crose Mere in Jan, VP in Nov and Wall Farm in Dec, whilst two birds were 
recorded at Rhiews in Jan and at both Kynnersley and VP in Dec. 
 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE   Anser albifrons 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
An adult and immature at Dudmaston on 24 Dec (KB), represented the only 
record for the year.  Whilst not assigned to race, the birds are likely to have been 
of the more common nominate Siberian race. 
 
GREYLAG GOOSE   Anser anser 
Status: Common feral resident 
 
The only confirmed breeding was at VP where a pair, with three goslings, were 
reported on 2 Jun. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

In addition to the above, double figure counts were recorded at Crose Mere, 
Melverley, Monkmoor Pool and Wenlock Road, Shrewsbury. 
 
Hybrid birds from last years pairing with a bar-headed goose were recorded 
periodically at VP. 

 Jan Feb Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Polemere - 140 - 150 - - 150 

Shavington Big Pool 130 - - - - - - 

VP 130 21 180 300 180 20 227 
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CANADA GOOSE   Branta canadensis 
Status:  Common feral resident 
 
Breeding was recorded at just nine sites, which suggests a certain indifference on 
behalf of recorders.  However, many more reports were received of post-breeding 
and winter flocks.  An incredible 1400 birds at Brown Moss on 27 Oct, may well 
be the largest concentration at a single site that the county has ever known (AB). 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

In addition, other significant counts included 250 at VP on 15 Aug, 187 at 
Chelmarsh on 28 Aug, 927 at Wood Lane on 29 Aug, 800 at ASF on 6 Sep, 200 
at Brown Moss on 13 Sep and 180 at Priorslee Flash on 5 Oct. 
 
BARNACLE GOOSE   Branta leucopsis 
Status: Scarce feral resident and rare winter visitor 
 
All records refer to single birds, mainly from central and northern parts of the 
county although, as with last year, one was recorded on the River Teme at  
Ludlow in Sep.  Hybridization with a Canada goose was confirmed at Brown 
Moss, where a single juvenile was observed in the company of its parents on 
30 Jun and 1 Aug. 
 
All birds are thought likely to be of feral or captive origin. 

 Jan Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Chetwynd Park 3 10 183 226 140 60 

Cole Mere 200 9 734 495 30 9 

Crose Mere 340 210 - 98 216 50 

Monkmoor Pool, SSF 22 11 45 45 100 120 

Oss Mere 222 - - - - 265 

Priorslee Lake 77 17 138 79 37 62 

Leighton/Buildwas - - - 55 880 550 

The Mere, Ellesmere 212 85 500 430 600 430 

VP 350 85 500 430 600 430 

Wood Lane - 8 960 63 26 6 
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EGYPTIAN GOOSE   Alopochen aegyptiacus 
Status Escape or very rare feral visitor 
 
Two reported at Bicton Heath on 9 Apr (JW) is the first county record since 
1997, when a single bird was at VP.  Once again captive origin is thought most 
likely. 
 
COMMON SHELDUCK   Tadorna tadorna 
Status: Uncommon passage migrant and scarce summer visitor 
 
Breeding was confirmed at both ASF and Wood Lane.  At the former site, nine 
juveniles were seen on 10 Jun and 10 on 12 Jun and these were still present on 
1 Jul.  Six well-grown juveniles were reported at the latter site on 29 Jul and 
seven on 3 Aug. 
 
Although breeding is not suspected at these sites, single juveniles were also 
reported on a small flood adjacent to the Whitchurch by-pass from 30 Aug to 
2 Sep.  Three adults were at Chelmarsh on 17 Sep and VP on 24 Sep. 
 
Recorded in every month from a total of 13 sites with, as expected, the 
predominance of records coming from the north and east of the county. 
 
MANDARIN DUCK    Aix galericulata  
Status: Rare feral resident 
 
No breeding records received this year or, indeed, any sightings from traditional 
sites, no doubt due in part to Foot and Mouth restrictions.  However, two were 
present on the River Teme at Whitcliffe on 29 Apr. 
 
The only other reports were of a released male which was seen periodically in 
the first five months of the year at Priorslee Flash and then again in Oct. 
 
EURASIAN WIGEON    Anas penelope 
Status: Common winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
Counts were generally modest and certainly there was nothing to compare with 
the incredible count last year of 1370 birds at Hayes Farm, Alberbury.  The 
largest count of the first winter period was 130 at The Mere, Ellesmere on 
11 and 14 Feb, whilst the peak count in the second winter period was 111 at 
Hayes Farm on 16 Dec.  Other notable counts included 59 at Devils Dingle on 
17 Feb and 44 at Prees Wood Pool on 31 Dec. 
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Although final departure dates are perhaps unreliable due to Foot and Mouth 
restrictions, the last record for the first winter period was 52 on the River Severn at 
Leighton/Buildwas on 26 Mar.  None were recorded in Apr, May or Jun with the 
first Jul record a single at Priorslee Flash on 17th.  Ten were seen at Buildwas on 
29 Jul and in August two were at Chelmarsh on the 19th and two were at ASF on 
the 30th.  Reported from six sites in Sep after which they became more widespread. 
 
A hybrid bird displaying some characteristics of American Wigeon Anas 
americana, was present at VP on 19 Jul, 13 Aug and 17 Oct and was presumably 
the same bird which had been reported periodically at VP in the autumn of 2000. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

GADWALL   Anas strepera 
Status: Scarce winter visitor, passage migrant, rare resident 
 
Pairs were present during May at VP, Wood Lane and Chelmarsh where up to four 
were present throughout the summer but there is nothing to suggest that breeding 
took place.  The last confirmed breeding in the county was at Cranmere Bog in 
1988. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

 Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 

Chetwynd Park 30 43 13 - 20 19 

Cole Mere 121 90 - - 4 17 

Hayes Farm,Alberbury 12 20 - - - 111 

Leighton/ Buildwas 80 62 52 - 12 39 

Oss Mere - 50 - 45 - 14 

The Mere, Ellesmere 53 130 - - - - 

White Mere 35 74 - 5 - - 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

Chelmarsh 10 - - 5 4 2 4 1 - - 

VP - 3 3 - 2 - - 1 1 - 

Wood Lane - 2 2 3 2 - 1 1 - - 
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Elsewhere, gadwall were recorded at a further seven sites with eight at 
Sambrook Mill on 14 Jan, four at Worfield Bog on 17 Mar and three at The 
Mere, Ellesmere on 21 Sep.  Surprisingly, no records were received for Nov and 
Dec with the final record for the year being a single at The Mere, Ellesmere on 
7 Oct. 
 
COMMON TEAL    Anas crecca 
Status: Common passage migrant and winter visitor, rare resident 
 
Recorded from VP in every month of the year with a pair present on 2 May, a 
male on 25 May and five birds present on both 18 and 22 Jun.  Wall Farm hosted 
a single male on 22 Jun. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

The largest count of the first winter period comprised 325 at VP on 20 Jan, 
whilst 500 at Whixall Moss on 3 Nov represented the largest count for the 
second winter period.  The count of 90 at Wood Lane on 29 Dec constituted a 
site record.  Away from the above sites, counts in excess of 50 were recorded at 
Beckmoors, Brown Moss, Buttery Farm, Cole Mere and Shavington Big Pool. 
 
There was no confirmed breeding this year although a pair was present at a 
traditional site on 24 May.  A female at VP on 26 Aug with an orange nasal 
marker had originated from a tagging scheme at the S. Jacinto Nature Reserve in 
central Portugal. 

 Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ASF - - - 240 150 150 200 307 

The Mere, Ellesmere 100 67 - - 1 - 31 - 

Venus Pool 325 18 9 31 56 60 23 52 

Wall Farm 250 46 - 2 39 50 90 100 

Whixall Moss 14 20 - 18 - 350 500 - 

Wood Lane 50 42 54 6 27 34 47 90 
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL   Anas carolinensis 
Status: Very rare vagrant 
 
A male was present at ASF between 8 and 12 Dec (AL). 
 
This constituted the second county record of this North American cousin of 
common teal and was the first since it has been awarded full species status.  The 
first was at VP from 27 Feb until 10 Mar 1996. 
 
MALLARD   Anas platyrhynchos  
Status:      Common resident 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites where three figure counts were achieved. 

Two of the largest counts, 586 at Cole Mere and 310 birds at The Mere, 
Ellesmere, were achieved on the 17 Jan when the birds had been concentrated by 
freezing conditions with little open water.  Three figure counts were also 
recorded at ASF with 207 on 30 Aug and Brown Moss with 163 on 31 Dec. 
 
On 16 Jun at Venus Pool, a female was seen to drive off a grey heron which was 
attempting to predate her ducklings and at Middle Pool, Trench on 1 Jan an 
interesting bird was reported as a mallard x northern pintail hybrid. 

 Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Cae Howel 106 20 - 14 63 2 10 

Chetwynd Park 129 62 12 42 21 12 25 

Cole Mere 586 57 - 92 58 74 40 

Crose Mere 127 17 - - 11 17 17 

Hayes Farm, Alderbury - 31 - 17 22 154 29 

River Severn, Shrewsbury - 93 85 - 98 156 156 

Shavington Big Pool 70 321 - - 114 - - 

The Mere, Ellesmere 310 8 - 300 178 118 125 

VP 136 48 - 110 68 92 97 

White Mere 93 56 - 31 110 125 68 

Wood Lane 13 7 7 112 9 21 12 
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NORTHERN PINTAIL   Anas acuta 
Status:    Scarce winter visitor, passage migrant 
 
The largest count of the year comprised 51 birds at White Mere on 2 Feb and, 
whilst still impressive, this compares poorly with the estimated 320 birds 
reported at Hayes Farm, Alberbury in Nov 2000.  This latter site did record the 
second highest count of the year with 40 birds present on 11 Feb.  This site is in 
the Severn/Vyrnwy floodplain and the presence of this species and other species 
of wildfowl is largely dependant on seasonal flooding.  It is, however, interesting 
to note how quickly birds find the area once conditions are suitable. 
 
The first winter period saw single birds recorded at Cole Mere, Crose Mere and 
Devils Dingle, whilst The Mere, Ellesmere held a maximum of 12 birds in Feb 
with two still present in early Mar.  In addition to the above peak count, White 
Mere hosted a maximum of 37 birds in Jan. 
 
The first returning birds were four at VP on 30 Aug.  Subsequently, up to three 
were present in Sep, a single in Oct and two periodically throughout Dec.  Single 
birds were recorded at ASF and Chelmarsh in Sep.  An unusual record was of 
ten flying NW over Prees Heath on 13 Sep.  The observer speculated that 
Whixall Moss might have been their ultimate destination.  In general, however, 
few were seen in the second winter period.  Singles were seen at The Mere, 
Ellesmere on 1 and 4 Nov and White Mere on 4 Nov whilst at ASF a maximum 
of five was seen on 13 Nov with one on and off until 8 Dec. 
 
A “wing-clipped” pair at Priorslee Flash, was reported periodically from Jan to 
May. 
 
GARGANEY   Anas querquedula 
Status: Rare passage migrant 
 
An excellent year with potentially up to eight different birds recorded from four 
sites in the county. 
 
The only spring record was of a male at VP from 13 to 22 Apr (AL).  Although 
the reserve was closed during this time, this bird could frequently be seen from 
the lane.  The first post-breeding record was a partial eclipse male at Chelmarsh 
on 27 Jun (AWG) and another male was present here from 19 to 27 Aug (AL). 
 
At Venus Pool, there was an extraordinary series of records.  An adult female 
was found on 30 Jun (DLB) and this was seen on and off until 26 Jul when it 
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was joined by an eclipse drake (GEH), then on 7 Aug these two were joined by a 
juvenile! (GEH).  The three birds were seen until 30 Aug with one then 
remaining until 4 Sep. 
 
Wood Lane continued its good run of recent years and garganey has now been 
recorded annually since 1995.  A juvenile was present from 30 Jul to 29 Aug 
(DB, CG).  Finally, a female or juvenile was at ASF on 1-2 Sep (AL). 
 
NORTHERN SHOVELER   Anas clypeata 
Status: Common passage migrant and  winter visitor, rare resident 

 
Recorded in every month of the year but, 
again, nothing to suggest breeding; the 
last county breeding record being at VP 
in 1990.  However, breeding season 
birds were recorded in Apr at Buildwas, 
Cranmere Bog, Monkmoor Pool, 
Priorslee Lake, VP and Wood Lane.  
May saw birds at Almington, VP, Wall 
Farm and Wood Lane with Jun records 
coming from VP and Chetwynd Park 

where 12 were present on the 17th.  The only Jul records were of four at VP on 
the 4th, three at Wall Farm on the 15th and two at Chelmarsh on the 30th. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

The concentration of birds at ASF in Aug is noteworthy, with 40 on the 22nd, 
increasing to 43 on the 28th before a peak count of 58 on the 30th. 
 
Away from the above sites, the first winter period saw counts of ten at White 
Mere on 14 Jan and 15 at Brown Moss on 11 Feb.  The largest count of the year 
came during the second winter period with 71 at Oss Mere on 29 Dec.  Sixteen at 
Brown Moss on 31 Dec completed the records. 

 Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ASF - - - 58 53 30 50 12 

Chetwynd Park 34 35 20 - 57 67 66 10 

The Mere, Ellesmere 3 30 3 - 6 4 - 6 

VP 3 - 2 9 13 18 13 4 

 

Northern Shoveler 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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COMMON POCHARD   Aythya ferina 
Status: Common winter visitor, rare resident 
 
Recorded in every month of the year but despite this, nothing to suggest 
breeding; the last confirmed breeding in Shropshire was at VP in 1995.  
Breeding season records came from VP where a pair were present on 15 May, 
two females on 16 and 18 Jun and a single female on 12 and 13 Jul. 
 
The first returning bird was a male at ASF on 27 Aug, and three were here on 
31 Aug.  Two were reported at Chelmarsh on 30 Aug and also at Priorslee Lake 
on 31 Aug. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

In addition, double figure counts included 15 at Brown Moss on 4 Feb, 11 at 
Crose Mere on 4 Nov and 18 at ASF on 16 Nov. 
 
RED-CRESTED POCHARD   Netta rufina 
Status: Rare vagrant 
 
A single record of a female or juvenile bird associating with tufted duck at 
Chelmarsh on New Years Day. (AL) 
 
This was the first county record since a male was present at Chetwynd Pool in 
Oct 1996, where a male was also seen in Dec 1995.  The date of occurrence, 
does not preclude the bird from being a genuine vagrant, but feral or captive 
origin is perhaps more likely. 

 Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh 3 13 - 2 - 1 1 11 

Chetwynd Park - 4 - - - 4 10 20 

Cole Mere 19 12 - - 1 - - 1 

Priorslee Flash - 15 - - - - 23 - 

Priorslee Lake 40 27 15 2 7 33 21 39 

The Mere, Ellesmere 18 26 - - 12 21 17 37 

VP 21 24 13 - 3 20 25 28 

White Mere 34 45 - - - 2 21 42 
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RING-NECKED DUCK   Aythya collaris 
Status: Rare vagrant 
 
Two females, which were first found at VP on 23 Dec 2000 (KW), were present 
at VP on 18 Jan and were then seen periodically up until at least 2 Mar.  The 
final departure date is uncertain because of the closure of the reserve due to the 
Foot and Mouth restrictions.  Unlike last year, when the birds often commuted to 
the nearby Cound Fishery, this year they were only reported from this location 
on 20 Jan.  Where they went when not at VP remains a mystery. 
 
The year ended with a splendid adult drake at Chelmarsh.  It was found on 
28 Dec (SLH) and remained into the New Year and was usually seen with tufted 
duck, often close inshore, feeding around the pontoons at the sailing club. 
 
Prior to these, the last county record was a drake at Oss Mere in Apr 1995. 
 
TUFTED DUCK   Aythya fuligula 
Status: Common resident and winter visitor 
 
Never recorded well as a breeding bird, this year was no exception with 
confirmed breeding only reported at Chelmarsh, Monkmoor Pool, VP and Wood 
Lane.  Juvenile birds were, however, observed at ASF, Brown Moss and Middle 
Pool, Trench, suggesting possible breeding. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

 Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh 65 20 - 50 88 70 38 100 

Chetwynd Park - 44 19 - 41 53 50 37 

Crose Mere 21 14 - - 23 39 72 24 

Monkmoor Pool - 15 - 30 14 6 4 8 

Priorslee Lake 28 25 33 20 43 41 29 53 

The Mere, Ellesmere 43 50 - - 58 61 18 63 

VP 140 41 15 - 66 14 21 55 

White Mere 31 23 - - 8 19 35 46 
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In addition to the above counts, 25 plus were recorded from a further eight sites, 
although none of the counts reached 50 birds.  Unlike 2000, the species was 
reported in all months of the year, with 45 at Buildwas on 23 Jun, a noteworthy 
summer concentration.  A count of 30 at Monkmoor Pool on 22 Jul, included 
25 juveniles. 
 
GREATER SCAUP   Aythya marila 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor 
 
The female which was present at VP in Dec 2000 (GJW, GEH) was still present 
on 1 Jan and what was thought to be the same bird was seen again at VP or the 
nearby Cound Fishery on various dates between 18 and 29 Jan. 
 
A female was at Priorslee Lake on 3 Jan (EJW) and what was probably a 
different female was present at the same site on 5 Mar (EJW). 
 
Three birds is fairly typical of recent years, although perhaps rather fewer than 
might be expected. 
 
COMMON SCOTER   Melanitta nigra 
Status:    Uncommon visitor 
 
The only record for the year was a male at Priorslee Lake on 18 Jul (EJW) 
 
Whilst this species can be recorded in any month, Jun and Jul seem to represent 
the best months for multiple arrivals, as evidenced by counts of 11 at VP in Jun 
1984, nine at The Mere, Ellesmere in Jun 1997 and 19 in Jul 2000 at Priorslee 
Lake. 
 
COMMON GOLDENEYE   Bucephala clangula 
Status:  Common winter visitor 
 
Predictably, the majority of records came from the northern meres where double 
figure counts were recorded at Cole Mere, The Mere, Ellesmere and White 
Mere.  The only other double figure was of 16 at Chelmarsh on 13 Jan.  As with 
last year, the largest count from the first winter period was at Cole Mere with 
22 on 14 Jan.  However, the largest single count of the year was 29 at The Mere, 
Ellesmere on 16 Dec. 
 
Departure dates are unreliable due to the Foot and Mouth restrictions and the 
only records in Apr came from The Mere, Ellesmere, which could be viewed 
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from the road, where 18 were still present on the 15th.  The final record of the 
spring, a female at Priorslee Lake on 3 May, was the first May record since 1996 
when a bird lingered at Cole Mere until the 15th.  Interestingly, a male had 
summered at the EGM in both 1994 and 1995.  The first returning bird was a 
female at Chelmarsh on 19 Oct where three birds were present on 22nd.  These 
were the only Oct records received. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

Other than the above, birds were recorded at a further seven sites.  The four on 
the River Severn at Bridgnorth/Quatford on 17 Jan was the largest count from 
these seven sites, and the only record for the year from running water.  Counts of 
three birds came from Dudmaston, Newton Mere and VP. 
 
GOOSANDER   Mergus merganser 
Status: Rare breeding species and common winter visitor 
 
Breeding was confirmed near Craven Arms and on the River Severn at Atcham.  
At the former site, six fully grown juveniles were seen on 12 Aug, although up to 
nine downy young had been reported previously at this site on an earlier date.  
At Atcham, a male, two females and six juveniles were reported on 24 May, 
whilst on 31 May a female was seen with seven downy young.  Breeding season 
adults were also reported from five other sites, including eight at Sundorne on 
29 Apr and six at VP on 22 May. 
 
The largest count for the year was 63 at VP on 28 Jan, a site where birds often 
come in to roost at dusk; counts in excess of 50 were also recorded on 14 and 
15 Jan.  The largest count of the second winter period was 44 on 16 Dec. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh 16 7 - - 3 1 4 

Cole Mere 22 12 - - - 6 12 

Crose Mere 9 4 - - - 1 4 

Oss Mere 7 4 - - - - 3 

The Mere, Ellesmere 17 19 19 18 - 13 29 

White Mere 7 15 - - - 2 10 
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Monthly maxima of goosander at selected sites: 

In addition, double figure counts were also recorded from Cound, the River 
Severn between Bridgnorth and Quatt and at Shavington Big Pool. 
 
RUDDY DUCK   Oxyura jamaicensis  
Status: Uncommon resident 
 
Recorded in all months of the year.  However, count sizes this year were 
disappointing.  No more so than at the traditional peak count site of The Mere, 
Ellesmere where the only double figure count was 18 on 1 Jan.  The largest 
count, 22 at Brown Moss on 15 Jul, comprised 16 males and six females.  Ten 
were present here on 22 Jul.  The only other double figure counts were 13 at VP 
on 16 Feb and 12 at ASF on 27 Aug. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at three sites.  A female with three juveniles was present 
at Monkmoor Pool on 8 Jul, a female with four juveniles at Brown Moss on 
15 Jul and a female with four juveniles at VP on 23 Jul.  Juveniles were also 
reported from ASF in Aug and Beckmoors and Howle Pool in Sep suggesting 
possible breeding.  Breeding season adults were also reported at ASF, Buildwas, 
Cranmere Bog, Howle Pool, Priorslee Lake, Tittenley Pool and Wood Lane. 
 
HONEY BUZZARD   Pernis apivorus 
Status: Rare summer visitor 
 
A fascinating record was received of a juvenile, ringed as a nestling in northern 
Scotland on 24 Aug and fitted with a satellite transmitter as part of the Forestry 

 Jan Feb Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh 16 25 - 13 27 

Cole Mere 19 19 - - 20 

Oss Mere 8 10 - - 13 

Hampton Loade/Highley 7 8 - - 10 

Leighton/ Buildwas 15 11 - 6 3 

The Mere, Ellesmere 22 4 5 9 6 

VP 63 48 27 4 44 

White Mere 5 8 3 15 - 
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Commission and Highland Foundation for Wildlife project.  The satellite 
tracking traced it to Inverness on 7 Sep before it moved SW to Kintyre and down 
through Lancashire to Shropshire. 
 
It then spent four days near Bridgnorth, from 29 Sep–2 Oct, undetected by the 
county’s birders, before moving to Somerset.  After a period with no signals, it 
was picked up in southern Spain and it made landfall in Africa near the 
Moroccan/Algerian border on 25 Oct.  The evidence of this bird’s passage 
through the county should provide encouragement for observers to look for 
migrating honey buzzards in future. 
 
Recently received information reveals that this species has bred in the county for 
at least the last four years. 
 
RED KITE  Milvus milvus 
Status: Uncommon visitor 
 
There were 15 records from 14 sites, although several of the sites were adjacent, 
suggesting a single bird might have been involved.  However, this was fewer 
records than in 2000.  Most records were from western or central areas and all 
but one were of single birds. 
 
After one early winter record, at Tedsmere on 8 Jan, no more were seen until 
14 Mar when one was seen at Upton Magna.  In April, sightings came from 
Worthen on the 7th, the Upper Teme Valley at Beguildy, where two were 
soaring together on the 9th, Cound on the 18th and Shavington on the 29th.  
These were followed by singles at Ackleton near Bridgnorth and Llanfair 
Waterdine on 10 May. 
 
Mid-summer records came from Berrington on 21 Jun, Church Stretton on 7 Jul, 
Beguildy on 24 Jul, Trefonen on 29 Jul, Cressage on 4 Aug, and Church Stoke 
on 5 Aug.  Perhaps surprisingly, none were seen after 11 Sep when one flew low 
over the Hollies plantation on the Stiperstones. 
 
MARSH HARRIER  Circus aeruginosus 
Status: Rare passage migrant and summer visitor 
 
During the late summer, a series of records of an adult male, an adult female and 
at least one juvenile came from an undisclosed site in the county.  Although 
breeding was not proved it is possible that it occurred in the area. 
 
These represent the 17th to 19th records for the county. 
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HEN HARRIER  Circus cyaneus 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, rare summer visitor 
 
Just two records for the year.  The first, presumably a late passage bird, was a 
female on Titterstone Clee on 16 May (FCG).  Later in the year, a ringtail 
lingered at Wall Farm from 16-24 Nov (RD), but was seen on only three dates. 
 
NORTHERN GOSHAWK  Accipiter gentilis 
Status: Scarce resident 
 
This species has been studied for a number of years in the major forestry 
plantations which represent its main breeding habitat in the county.  During the 
year under review, 12 pairs are known to have fledged 26 young.  A report on 
the Forestry Commission’s work on goshawks can be found on page 3. 
 
Very few casual records were received of this secretive species.  However, they 
included a pair and two or three singles in areas suitable for breeding, but it 
seems likely that these birds were either some of the 12 pairs noted above or 
unpaired individuals. 
 
Away from these areas, a male was present at Wall Farm on 20 Jan, the second 
year in succession that the species has been recorded from this unlikely site.  A 
male in the Upper Teme Valley on 3 Jun showed damage to the remiges and 
retrices consistent with shotgun damage. 
 
EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus 
Status: Resident 
 
This species is always well recorded and 232 records came from 83 sites, with 
many observers submitting regular records for their local patch.  However, 
overall numbers were down on the previous year.  The highest number noted 
was four at Calverhall on 17 Jan, but all other records were of one or two birds. 
 
Often seen in hunting flights, pursing prey including blackbird, chaffinch and 
meadow pipit.  However, the tables were often turned and sparrowhawks were 
noted being mobbed by hirundines, blackbirds, a jay and, at Chelmarsh, a flock 
of 12 lapwings.  At Condover, one was stunned after flying into a window, but 
recovered after a short time.  There were no confirmed breeding records. 
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COMMON BUZZARD  Buteo buteo 
Status: Common resident 
 
The number of reports (474) and sites (176) were both very similar to last year. 
Records were fairly widely spread across the county with only the high counts 
showing any kind of westerly bias.  Breeding was confirmed at just three sites 
but there is no doubt that breeding is now widespread. 
 
The largest count was of 19 at Bishops Castle on 24 Apr; the birds had gathered 
to feed on sheep afterbirths during the lambing period.  Other double figure 
counts included 12 at Bury Ditches on 20 Jun and 10 at Brown Clee on 16 Aug.  
Rabbit was one of the main prey items noted and several reports were received 
of small groups gathering to feed on earthworms.  Recorded feeding on dead 
sheep on the Stiperstones and, certainly, does so regularly when this source of 
carrion is available. 
 
On 26 Mar, two of three birds observed circling at Much Wenlock grasped 
talons and spiralled to earth, crashing into shrubs.  After thirty seconds, both 
birds flew out seemingly unhurt.  At Hawkstone Park on 17 Jun a grey squirrel 
was seen to approach a nest containing two-week old birds.  An adult buzzard 
flew in and knocked the squirrel out of the tree before feeding its young the 
remains of a rabbit which was already in the nest. 
 
OSPREY  Pandion haliaetus 
Status: Scarce passage migrant 
 
The first of the year was a very early bird which was reported by the information 
services to be at Halfway House on 15-16 Mar.  The next was a month later 
when one was seen flying over the old canal at Sundorne on 14 Apr. 
 
At Venus Pool, there was a string of records from 29 Apr until 7 Aug.  Most 
were of single birds, but two were seen on a couple of occasions.  Three or four 
individuals may have been involved and records from Harnage on 4 June and on 
the River Severn at Buildwas between 30 Jun and 2 Jul might also have been 
these birds.  One, reported on 29 Sep, was probably a returning migrant rather 
than one of the summering birds. 
 
At Chelmarsh, one was discovered on 30 Apr  and was seen on and off until, 
remarkably it was joined by a second bird on 12 May and the two were present 
until 25 May.  The only other records for the year were singles at Wood Lane on 
24-25 May and over Lower Wood, Church Stretton on 18 Aug. 
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COMMON KESTREL  Falco tinnunculus 
Status:  Common resident 
 
The number of individual records was up by almost a hundred on 2001 and the 
number of sites up by 37.  Part of the reason for this may be the kestrel’s visually 
obvious method of hunting.  Even when the countryside was in virtual shutdown, 
the cosmopolitan habitats of this bird caught the attention of observers along 
roadsides and even in town centres.  This tends to be another bird much recorded 
by local patch observers. 
 
Breeding success was little documented, with few actual nest sites noted.  
However, copulation was observed at Kynnersley and Wrockwardine Wood and 
juveniles were seen from Jun to early Sep at ASF; Broome Park, Neen Savage; 
Brown Clee; Callow Hollow; Gatten Plantation; Lightspout Hollow and the 
Stiperstones.  The largest gathering reported was eight on the Long Mynd on 
22  Aug; this probably included fledged juveniles. 
 
MERLIN  Falco columbarius 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor, rare breeding species 
 
With just 10 records from 7 sites it would be easy to dismiss this dearth of 
sightings as wholly due to the Foot and Mouth restrictions.  However, the 
situation hardly improved in the second winter period when the countryside was 
fully re-opened, and the recent downward trend in the number of wintering 
records continues. 
 
The only report in the first winter period was of a male at Tibberton on 11 Mar.  
In the second winter period, females were seen at Wood Lane on 6 Oct and 
Silvington Common on 21 Oct, a male was pursued by a carrion crow at 
Berriewood on 19 Nov, an immature female was at Castle Farm Way, Priorslee 
on 4 Dec and a male flew along the road in front of a car at Whixall on 20 Dec. 
 
On a more positive note, however, all other records related to a breeding pair at a 
traditional nest site where four eggs were laid.  On 12 Jun, the nest was known to 
contain three one day old youngsters and one egg about to hatch.  The pair, and 
at least two recently fledged young, were reported on 8 July. 
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HOBBY  Falco subbuteo 
Status: Rare summer visitor 

 
There was a reduction in the number of records 
and, especially, sites, but perhaps, this could be 
expected given the restrictions during the first 
half of the year.  The first report was at VP on 
28 Apr where one was seen to catch a sand 
martin after an aerial chase.  Reports were then 
very few and far between until the middle of 
Jul when records and numbers seen began to 
increase. 
 
Late summer sightings of juveniles at five sites 
indicated local breeding.  At one such site, an 
adult was seen to pass prey aerially to a 
juvenile on two occasions, one of the prey 
items being identified as a house martin.  At 
another site, a juvenile was observed begging 
for food. 
 

Frequently observed taking insects and dragonflies, including at VP in late Jun 
and early Jul, and one was seen to chase swifts during a work party on 21 Jul.  
Others were noted hunting hirundines which is often an indication of young 
being present.  A record of one hunting linnets at Uckington on 6 Sep was 
noteworthy, in a local context, although the taking of many small passerines is 
well documented in the literature. 
 
The highest count was six at Whixall Moss on 20 Jul, although some of these 
may have been on the Welsh side of the border.  The last of the year were singles 
at Hampton Loade on 1 Oct and Much Wenlock on 2 Oct. 
 
PEREGRINE  Falco peregrinus 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor, rare breeding species 
 
The number of records was slightly up on the previous year at 141 but the 
number of localities remained the same at 61. 
 
Breeding was known to have been attempted at 11 sites, including one new one, 
but three other known sites were not checked because of the Foot and Mouth 
restrictions.  Of these, one nest was robbed in early Jun of its single young bird, 

 

Hobby, North Shropshire, Jul 2001 
Photograph by Alan Heath 
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once again emphasising the need for continued vigilance, and two nests were 
abandoned prior to hatching.  The remaining eight nests produced a total of 
19 young, all of which fledged, the same number as in the previous year.  
Considering that access to three sites was restricted, it seems likely that the actual 
number of young fledged was over 20 which would have been the highest since 
records began in 1987. 
 
Several hunting forays were noted including an attack on a curlew, a full report of 
which can be found on page 11.  Peregrines often attract the attention of other 
predators when capturing prey and are vigorous in defending their prize.  At 
Tedsmere, near Baschurch on 13 Apr, one was initially driven away by a buzzard 
after downing a pigeon.  The peregrine then proceeded to make a series of high-
speed dives until the buzzard was forced to take off.  The aggression continued in 
the air with the buzzard turning over and raising its talons as the peregrine 
stooped (ARH).  Another peregrine at VP on 6 Jun was more circumspect, after 
an initial spirited defence of a coot which it had killed it was driven off by a 
carrion crow and a magpie (GEH).  On 11 Jan, one was reported to have killed 
and eaten a rabbit at Aston Square near Oswestry. 
 
Unsuccessful attacks included 16 stoops by one bird at feral pigeons at Broome 
Park, Neen Savage and other species to survive the attentions of peregrines were 
lapwing, jackdaw, stock dove and wood pigeon.  Interaction with ravens was also 
noted. 
 
One was watched soaring over the railway station from the Gay Meadow at half 
time on 17 Mar, presumably, hunting the feral pigeons which roost under the 
bridge.  Not an uncommon phenomenon, but generally only noted when the 
football is poor! 
 
RED GROUSE  Lagopus lagopus 
Status: Uncommon resident 
 
Partly due to the closure of the southern hills during the Foot and Mouth 
epidemic, only six records were received. 
 
On the Stiperstones, there was just one report from early in the year of two on 
13 Feb.  After the re-opening of access, an adult and five juveniles were seen on 
25 Jun and two were reported in the Gatten Plantation area on 27 Aug and 14 Sep.  
Just two reports from the Long Mynd; three were seen on 18 Aug and two on 
2  Oct when others were suspected to have been present. 
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RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa 
Status: Common resident 
 
The number of sites increased to 53, with a corresponding increase in the number 
of records and, in contrast to its native relative, this species continues to thrive, 
particularly, in low-lying arable areas.  Numbers are being artificially boosted by 
the release of captive bred birds to maintain stocks for shooting purposes. 
 
Numbers in the early part of the year were generally low, with highest counts of 
10 at Buttery Farm and Pool Hall, both in Jan.  On 12 May, at Grindle, nr Ryton, 
one conscientious bird was observed sitting on straw laced with Foot and Mouth 
disinfectant at the entrance to a track! 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Aston Locks, West Felton, Chelmarsh, Munslow, and 
Waters Upton, where a female who’s brood of 13 chicks visited a lawn in early 
Jul, dwindled to just four over a two week period. 
 
The largest counts were made from early Oct until the year’s end and included 33 
at Wall Farm on 3 Oct, 34 near the River Severn, Leighton/Buildwas on 6 Oct 
and 22 Chesterton on 18 Nov.  These gatherings were likely to have been a result 
of several coveys of recently released birds coming together to exploit good 
feeding opportunities.  Noted visiting gardens to feed on bird seed. 
 
GREY PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix 
Status: Common resident 
 
Forty records from 31 sites was a marked increase from the previous year despite 
access restrictions.  Nevertheless, the plight of this species, both within the 
county and nationally, remains a cause for concern.   The stronghold in the 
county, such as it is, remains the low-lying, central arable areas. 
 
A count of 20 at Tibberton on 9 Aug appeared to consist of adults and juveniles 
from at least two broods.  Double figure counts included 15 at Alderton on 
15 Jan, 21 at Wall Farm on 20 Jan, 10 at Baggy Moor on 27 Sep, 11 at 
Withington on 11 Oct and 15 at Broughton Cottages on 1 Nov.  Captive bred and 
released birds no doubt accounted for at least some of these counts. 
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COMMON QUAIL   Coturnix coturnix 
Status: Rare summer visitor 

 
Another poor year for this species with 
the number of records and sites used 
very similar to 2000.  A minimum of 
ten males were heard singing from nine 
sites. 
 
The first record for the year was a 
singing male at Baggy Moor on 6 Jun 
(AG) and, later that month, birds were 
calling at Much Wenlock on the 10th 
(ARS), Severn Valley Country Park on 

the 12th (KB), Tyrley Wharf on the 16th (GT), Nonely on the 22nd (AB) and 
Muckleton on the 30th (MG).  Subsequently recorded at Broome Park, Neen 
Savage on 12 Jul and 5 Aug (JM), Maesbury Marsh on 15 Jul (TWE) and two 
were below the Wrekin on 19 Jul (GB). 
 
The final record was of one flushed from a stubble field on 17 Sep at Broome 
Park.  This bird was almost trodden on before flying into a turnip field.  This was 
the first Sep record since 1990 and, the lateness of the date together with the 
presence of a bird calling earlier in the summer, suggests breeding may have 
occurred. 
 
This species is recorded annually in the county, but the dates when calling is first 
noted has fluctuated widely over the last ten years.  The earliest date is 14 Apr in 
1994 and the latest is 20 June with a mean date around the third week of May. 
The overwhelming majority of reports are of course of singing males which were 
only heard and, because of their secretive nature, one can only speculate how 
many of these may have attracted mates. 
 
COMMON PHEASANT  Phasianus colchicus 
Status: Common resident 
 
Common, widespread and largely ignored by most observers, the 128 records 
received from 27 sites no doubt representing a fraction of the population.  
Breeding was recorded only at Somerwood. 
 
The highest count by far was a notable 55 feeding on oil seed rape stubble near 
the River Severn at Buildwas on 16 Oct.  Becoming much more frequently 
encountered on the high moorland of the Long Mynd. 

 

Common Quail 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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WATER RAIL  Rallus aquaticus 
Status: Scarce breeding species and uncommon winter visitor 
 
Reported from 13 sites which is remarkably constant, being the same as each of 
the previous two years, although the number of records was down. 
 
The only records in the early part of the year were two at Cole Mere on 1 Jan 
with a single there on 18 Feb, two at Chelmarsh on 13 Jan and a single at VP on 
four dates between 7 Jan and 23 Feb. 
 
None were then seen until a juvenile was at ASF in late Jul, amongst the rushes 
on the River Tern, suggesting the possibility of local breeding.  From then until 
the end of the year, there were occasional sightings or records of calling birds at 
ASF, Cae Howel, Chelmarsh (up to 2), Howle Pool, Monkmoor Pool (up to 2), 
Shavington Big Pool (2), The Mere, Ellesmere, VP, Wall Farm and Wood Lane. 
 
SPOTTED CRAKE   Porzana pozana 
Status: Very rare passage migrant 
 
A juvenile was found at Chelmarsh reservoir on 19 Aug (AL) and was reported 
on and off until 30 Sep. 
 
This was the seventh spotted crake in the county since 1978, but was the first 
since another juvenile at Chelmarsh in 1999.  This site thus maintains its 
impressive record for this species with five of the seven being found here.  The 
others were at Betton Moss and VP.  With continued habitat management and 
excellent viewing facilities at Chelmarsh, VP and Wood Lane, more discoveries 
can be anticipated in future. 
 
CORNCRAKE   Crex crex 
Status Very rare passage migrant 
 
One of this species was heard singing near Wem from 23 May until 6 Jun (per 
HMP).  The provider of the information was familiar with the species many 
years ago but, unfortunately, did not appreciate the significance of the record in a 
modern context until after the bird’s departure. 
 
This is the first record since 1989 when it was reported as calling at four 
sites;Great Ryton, Myddle Wood, Muxton and Frankton.  The comment in the 
Bird Report for that year read “Heard almost annually on passage in very small 
numbers”  A Handlist of the Birds of Shropshire (Rutter et al. 1964) described it 
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as being regular in small numbers and occasionally breeding and as having been 
widespread until 1910.  The last confirmed breeding records were near 
Shrewsbury in 1972 and Northwood near Wem as recently as 1975.  Fieldwork 
for An Atlas of The Breeding Birds of Shropshire between 1985 and 1990 
produced a total of 10 records.  Whilst the 12-year gap between the 1989 records 
and this record is scarcely credible, it is completely in line with the species 
population crash throughout the British Isles. 
 
The reasons for the species’ rapid decline are well documented, but include less 
hay production and early cutting of silage, coupled with the resultant reduction 
in plant biodiversity and increased hunting on migration and in winter quarters.  
It may be some time before this species’ unmistakable call is heard in the county 
again. 
 
MOORHEN   Gallinula chloropus 
Status: Common resident 
 
Wherever areas of permanent water are to be found, moorhens are almost certain 
to be present.  A highly successful and adaptable species that is popular with 
observers. 
 
The highest count of the year was 35 at Priorslee Lake on 29 Jan.  Counts of 25 
were recorded at Wood Lane on 23 Jul and at Monkmoor Pool on both 16 Sep 
and 23 Sep. 
 
Breeding certainly takes place at most suitable locations and was confirmed at 
Broome Park, Cayton, Chelmarsh, Claverley, Cranmere Bog, Great Bolas, 
Harlescott, Monkmoor Pool, Newport Canal, Priorslee Flash, Priorslee Lake, 
Queen’s Head, Telford Town Park and VP. 
 
COMMON COOT   Fulica atra 
Status: Common resident and winter visitor 
 
More associated with larger stretches of water than the previous species, 
although equally numerous. 
 
Most site counts were lower than the equivalent counts for the previous year, 
although Oss Mere had a record site count 380 on 14 Jan, and numbers at EGM/
Wood Lane held up well until the end of the year in contrast to 2000. 
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Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

The EGM and Wood Lane counts were largely compiled from the WeBS survey 
except for the Sep figure which is a single site count at The Mere, Ellesmere. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Cranmere Bog, Monkmoor Pool, Mount Road 
Reservoir, Priorslee Flash, Priorslee Lake, Tittenley Pool, VP and Wall Farm. 
 
COMMON CRANE  Grus grus 
Status:     Very rare passage migrant or winter visitor 
 
One was at Higginswood near Market Drayton from 12-14 Jan (AH). 
 
One of the more remarkable events of the year was the return of the common 
crane, that had spent 42 days in the county from 17 Nov to 28 Dec 2000.  It 
returned to the same field at Higginswood where it remained for three days 
before departing high to the east. 
 
A full account was published in the 2000 Shropshire Bird Report. 
 
OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus 
Status: Scarce summer visitor and passage migrant 
 
The story of oystercatchers in Shropshire in 2001 largely mirrors that of the 
previous year; 111 records were received for 13 sites but with the vast majority 
coming from VP and Wood Lane. 
 
At VP, the first two birds of the year arrived on 7 Feb.  Up to five were then 
present until 28 Apr when two pairs were sitting.  One pair failed at the egg 
stage, whilst the other hatched three young on 11 May but by the following day 
all the young had been predated.  On 13 May, seven adults were present and 

 Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 

EGM inc Wood Lane 206 178 - 240 365 232 248 

Monkmoor Pool 7 7 - 50 25 9 25 

Oss Mere 380 180 - - 52 - 146 

Priorslee Lake 40 30 16 65 37 15 23 

VP & Cound Fishery 136 88 - 3 4 10 45 
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subsequently a maximum of five were seen until the last departed on 13 July.  A 
single from 7-10 Aug was believed to have been a passage bird. 
 

The first two returned to Wood Lane 
on 9 Feb, two days later than those at 
VP.  Twelve counted from the 
roadside on 23 Apr, whilst the reserve 
was closed during the Foot and Mouth 
epidemic, would have consisted 
largely of migrants and was the 
largest single count since 14 were 
seen at ASF in 1985.  Thereafter, a 
single pair settled down to breed, 
successfully raising four young to 
independence, these being present 
until 18 Jul.  Four young from a single 

nest also fledged here in 2000.  A count of 11 on 2 Jun presumably included the 
juveniles.  The last report of the year at Wood Lane was of four on 4 Aug. 
 
What were presumed to be a pair were noted at Almington on two dates in the 
spring.  Up to three were recorded on odd dates at ASF and other records came 
from Atcham Bridge, Condover, Isombridge Gravel Pits, Priorslee Lake, the 
River Severn at Leighton/Buildwas, Walcot and Wall Farm.  The last report of 
the year was a single at Monkmoor Pool on 24 Aug. 
 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius dubius 
Status: Scarce summer visitor 
 
The first returning birds were singles at VP on 24 Mar and Wood Lane the 
following day but, due to the reserve closures, earlier arrivals could have been 
missed with only roadside viewing possible. 
 
At VP, the maximum number recorded during the spring was eight and at least 
three pairs attempted to breed.  At least four clutches were laid, but three of these 
were lost at the egg stage.  One pair laid in the north field and the nest, containing 
four eggs, was caged to protect it from predation with the incubating bird 
returning within two minutes.  Three young hatched on 16 Jun, but one was 
predated on 23 Jun, with the remaining two perishing by the following day.  Up 
to four juveniles were present at VP during Jul, but they were believed to have 
originated elsewhere.  This species has not bred successfully at VP since 1997. 

 

Oystercatcher 
Illustration by John Martin 
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At Wood Lane, up to five adults were present during May and Jun with, 
probably, two pairs attempting to breed.  One pair hatched two young by 
30 May, both of which survived until at least 22 Jun, but the other pair failed at 
an early stage. 

 
Breeding was believed to have taken 
place on the River Severn between 
Leighton and Buildwas.  Several were 
present during mid June and late Jul 
including a count of 11 on 7 Jul.  A 
failed attempt at breeding took place at 
Bridgwalton. 
 

Also recorded at ASF, Almington, Chelmarsh, and Wall Farm.  The last record 
for the year was a single at Wood Lane on 29 Aug. 
 
GREAT RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula 
Status: Common passage migrant 
 
An excellent year, which featured a good spring passage at Wood Lane and VP 
and a heavy and prolonged autumn passage at ASF backed up by a good, 
single-day, count at Wood Lane. 
 
At Wood Lane, the first of the year was a single on 17–18 Apr.  None were then 
seen until three were present on 12 May.  This built to six on 13 May and eight 
on the 14th.   Five were present on 27 May and, thereafter, one or two were 
logged most days from 31 May until 9 Jun.  At VP, up to three were seen 
between 11 and 16 May with 2 present on 31 May. 
 
Return passage began on 18 Aug when two were seen at Buildwas.  Two were 
then seen at VP on 25 Aug with a single on 19 Sep.  At Wood Lane, an excellent 
count of 11 was made on 4 Sep. 
 
After a blank spring, ASF came into its own during the return passage period 
when operations at the factory reduce water levels in many of the settling 
lagoons, particularly the Mirelake, exposing large areas of mud.  One or two 
were present most days from 27 Aug until 4 Sep.  On 11 Sep, three were seen 
and this built to ten on 16 Sep, all of which were juveniles.  Six were still present 
on 20 Sep but, thereafter, numbers gradually dwindled until the final two of the 
year were reported on 7 Oct. 

 

Little Ringed Plovers 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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Although it is always an impossible task to estimate the number of individual 
birds involved during a prolonged passage, it would certainly be safe to 
extrapolate a minimum of 21 in spring and 26 in autumn, although the true figure 
is likely to be much higher than this. 
 
EUROPEAN GOLDEN PLOVER  Pluvialis apricaria 
Status: Common winter visitor 
 
Three figure counts in the early part of the year included 100 at Alderton on 
16 Jan and 9 Feb, 115 at Kinley Farm on the Eyton/Weald Moors on 3 Feb, 160 at 
Lyth Hill on 17 Feb, 100 Harmer Hill on 4–5 Mar and 200 at Norbroom Marsh, 
Newport on 25 Mar with 130 present there on 29 Mar.  The latter site has become 
established as a stopover for northward moving golden plover at this time of year.  
On 1 Apr 150 were at Berriewood, many in full summer plumage.  
 
Intriguing summer records of single birds in breeding plumage birds came from 
Crackley Bank on 25 May and Ragleth Hill on 28 Jun. 
 
The first record of the autumn was a single at VP on 28 Aug.  A variable sized 
flock was present at ASF between mid-Oct and the end of Nov, peaking at 180 on 
16 Nov with 110 still present on 20 Nov.  The largest flock of the year was 340 at 
Donnington on 27 Nov.  Other significant flocks in this period were 73 at The 
Birch Moors on 9 Nov and 80 at Priorslee Lake on 27 Dec. 
 
Although the number of reports is up on the previous year, the average flock size 
appears to be down.  Particularly disappointing is the lack of sightings from the 
Cosford/Albrighton area which has produced several large counts in recent years. 
 
GREY PLOVER   Pluvialis squatarola 
Status: Scarce passage migrant 

 
A superb adult in almost full summer 
plumage was present at ASF from 31 Aug 
until 2 Sep (AL). 
 
This species has now been recorded in the 
county in eight of the last ten years, but this is 
the first at ASF, traditionally the county’s best 
wader site, since 1996. 
 

 

 

Grey Plover, ASF, Sep 2001 
Photograph by Alan Heath 
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NORTHERN LAPWING  Vanellus vanellus 
Status: Common resident and winter visitor 
 
A hugely popular species with observers with records received from about 
100 sites.  No four figure counts were received this year and, in general, it seems 
that the wintering flocks were more fragmented.  Breeding was suspected or 
proven at 22 sites, but hopefully many others went unrecorded.  Ten nests were 
counted at Norbroom Marsh. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

In the first winter period, other large counts included 200 at Alderton, 600 at 
Childs Ercall Airfield, 200 at Crosshouses, 380 at Kinley Farm, Eyton/Weald 
Moors, 200 at Ludlow Racecourse, 210 at Nonely, 400 at Queen’s Head, 300 at 
Shawbury, 200 at Stanmore, nr Bridgnorth and 250 at Whixall Moss. 
 
By mid Aug, the post breeding flock at Wood Lane was reaching record 
numbers for the site  Other late year counts included 204 at Chelmarsh, 200 at 
Cranmere Bog, 225 at Donnington and 200 at Ercall Heath. 
 
RED KNOT   Calidris canutus 
Status: Rare passage migrant 
 
Two records for the year, one in spring and the other on return passage.  The 
spring record was a summer plumaged bird at VP on 10 May (AL) and the 
autumn bird was a late migrant at ASF from 21-25 Nov (MGG, PJ). 
 
This species has been recorded in only four years during the 1990s with a total of 
just seven birds.  Only one of these was in the spring and the remainder all 
occurred in mid-Sep.  These are the first records since 1996. 

 Jan Feb Mar Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ASF - - - - 10 22 232 420 60 

Broome Park, Neen Savage 13 360 210 40 30 - 250 290 250 

Leighton/Buildwas - 650 - 110 - - - - 120 

VP 84 300 100 48 250 200 200 18 25 

Wall Farm 175 85 - 70 52 130 194 - - 

Wood Lane 500 482 215 250 800 850 803 480 800 
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SANDERLING   Calidris alba 
Status: Uncommon passage migrant 
 
Two were at VP during the morning on 14 May (GEH), but one had departed by 
early afternoon.  The remaining bird was still present next day the 15 May. 
 
Thirty eight sanderling have been recorded in Shropshire since 1990 and 33 of 
these have been seen in the spring.  The only blank year was 1999 and it is 
interesting to note that the last 12, going back to 1996, have all been at VP. 
 
LITTLE STINT  Calidris minuta 
Status: Uncommon passage migrant 
 
A welcome return to form for this species, with a series of records from ASF, VP 
and Wood Lane.  As is usual all were on return passage. 
 
The first arrival was an adult at ASF on 27 Aug.  Subsequently, a juvenile 
arrived on 18 Sep and, thereafter, the species was recorded on most days until 
2 Oct, with a maximum day count of three.  The final record at this site was a 
single on 7 Oct. 
 
At VP two birds were recorded on 19-20 Sep, 23 Sep and 30 Sep, whilst at 
Wood Lane, three were present on 18 Sep, a single on 12-14 Oct and, the final 
record of the year, another single on 29-30 Oct.  
 
As with most waders, it is difficult to estimate the actual numbers involved 
during a sustained passage and the amount of movement between sites is also 
often a topic of speculation, particularly between ASF and VP.  However, it is 
intriguing to note that on the three days when two were present at VP, at least 
that number were also noted at ASF.  A minimum estimate of about 
16 individuals would seem reasonable. 
 
TEMMINCK’S STINT   Calidris temminckii 
Status: Very rare passage migrant 
 
A good year, with records from both passage periods, involving three birds. 
 
One was located at VP on 22 May (GEH).  Remarkably, it was joined by a 
second on the same evening, both remaining during the following day, with one 
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still present on 24 May.  Both birds were beginning to assume summer plumage.  
On autumn passage, one was found at Wood Lane on 19 Aug (AB, AWG).  This 
individual, probably an adult, had a very indistinct breast band, but showed the 
diagnostic all white outer tail feathers, along with pale legs and several other 
salient features. 
 
The history of Temminck’s stint in the county is quite remarkable.  It was not 
recorded before 1986, when one was at ASF 12-13 May, and the remaining 
records were all in 1995 when four were seen, two at Wood Lane in May and 
singles at VP in Sep and Oct/Nov.  As was the case in 1995, this year saw a large 
national influx of this scarce, but increasing, passage migrant. 
 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER   Calidris melanotos 
Status: Rare vagrant 
 
A juvenile was located at ASF on 24 Sep and remained until 27 Sep (AL). 
 
The twelfth county record and the tenth for ASF, the previous record at this site 
being in 1999.  This is the third year in succession that this trans-Atlantic 
migrant has been found within the county and perhaps we are now overdue one 
of its even rarer cousins! 
 
CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea 
Status:   Uncommon passage migrant 
 
The first record of the year was at VP, where two were present on 31 Aug and 
1 Sep (BH) with one remaining until 8 Sep. 
 
For the second year running, there was a sustained autumn passage at ASF.  The 
first was on 8 Sep and the species was then reported on an almost daily basis 
until 7 Oct, with a maximum daily count of seven (AL).  The actual number of 
birds involved is impossible to ascertain, but all were juveniles. 
 
PURPLE SANDPIPER   Calidris maritima 
Status: Very rare vagrant 
 
An adult was present at ASF for 1 day only, 18 Sep (AL). 
 
Subject to the current review of old records, this is only the forth record since the 
formation of the Society in 1955.  The previous two were at Chelmarsh in 1987 
and, extraordinarily, on the Long Mynd on 22 May 1994, a bird which was 
photographed on the small pool by the Gliding Station! 
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DUNLIN  Calidris alpina 
Status: Common passage migrant 
 
A fairly good year with a reasonable spring passage at VP and Wood Lane, even 
though some birds were probably missed due to the Foot and Mouth restrictions. 
Wintering birds were again noted in Jan and Feb, but the feature of the year was 
a large passage or winter movement in late Nov and Dec. 
 
At Wood Lane, one was seen on 27 Jan which showed characters of the nominate 
northern sub-species C. a alpina.  Two were noted on 11 Feb, three on 18 Apr 
and, from the re-opening on 1 May, small numbers, up a maximum of five, were 
present until 16 May.  Return passage began on 12 Jul, but was generally light.  
The maximum count was three on 20-21 Sep and the last date was 17 Nov. 
 
The first of the year at VP was a single on 22 Apr, followed by four on 28 Apr. 
Thereafter, recorded on 15 days until 3 Jun with highest counts of nine on 
14 May and four the following day. 
 
One seen on 25 Jun was presumed to be the first on return passage.  Ones and 
two were then recorded on 35 dates until the end of Sep. Nine were logged on 
8 Aug although 8 of these went straight through without landing.  A single was 
present on 11 Nov, five on 4 Dec and, finally, another single on 25 Dec. 
 
There were no spring records at ASF, as is normal here due to unsuitable water 
levels.   However, four juveniles on 27 Aug heralded the start of a strong return 
passage.  Subsequently recorded on most dates until 7 Oct, with a maximum of 
13 on 21 Sep.  From 15 Oct until late Nov, recorded in smaller numbers with 
peaks of eight on 18 Oct and seven on 20 Nov.  From 26 Nov, a late influx 
occurred with nine birds building to the year’s largest count of 17 on 4 Dec.  
Eleven were still present on 9 Dec with five on 24 Dec being the last of the year. 
 
Whilst these sites dominated, other records came from Chelmarsh, Buildwas, 
Monkmoor Pool, Priorslee Lake and Wall Farm. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

 Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ASF - - - - 4 13 8 13 17 

Venus Pool 4 9 1 2 8 2 - 1 5 

Wood Lane 3 5 - 1 2 3 1 1 - 
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RUFF   Philomachus pugnax 
Status: Common passage migrant 
 
The first of the year was a rare winter record, the first since Jan 1994, from the 
River Severn between Leighton and Buildwas on 24 Feb.  Two reeves at Wall 
Farm on 28 May were almost as unusual, being the first spring records since 
1998. 
 
Return passage got underway at Wood Lane when a ruff and three reeves were 
present from 19–25 Aug, with two of the reeves remaining until 26th.  A break of 
over two months elapsed before the final bird here on 3 Oct. 
 
Venus Pool held singles on 21 Aug, 25 Sep, 8 Oct, 13 Oct and 17-18 Oct.  Other 
singles were reported at Buildwas and Chelmarsh on 29 Sep, although the latter 
may have been present for the previous two days. 
 
At ASF, two were present on 2 Sep, three on 4-6 Sep and a single on 12-13 Sep.  
After four on 15 Sep, recorded almost daily until 2 Oct with peak of seven on 
19 and 26 Sep.  The last of the year was a single on 7 Oct. 
 
An estimate of 22 individuals for the year may be some way short of the actual 
total.  Although probably fewer birds than in the bumper autumn passage years 
of 1998 and 2000, this still represents a considerable recovery on the nadir in the 
mid-1990s. 
 
JACK SNIPE  Lymnocryptes minimus 
Status: Uncommon winter visitor 
 
One at Cole Mere marsh on 1 Jan was a good year list starter at this reliable site, 
although another on 7 Jan was slightly away from the usual area along the 
flooded mere edge within Yell Wood.  Two were in the marsh on 14 Jan with a 
single there on 21 Feb.  Elsewhere, Blake Mere near Whitchurch held two on 
7 Jan and again on 11 Feb and a singles were seen at Chelmarsh on 28 Jan and 
26 Feb.  One at Wood Lane on 27 Apr is likely to have been a passage bird. 
 
In the second half of the year, one was flushed from the reed bed at Monkmoor 
Pool on 7 Oct, a single was flushed from one of the main tracks on Whixall Moss 
on 27 Oct and other singles were at Wood Lane on 28 Oct, Cole Mere on 11 Dec, 
VP on 16 Dec with two at Blake Mere, near Whitchurch on the same day. 
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A minimum of six were seen in the first half of the year and seven in the second 
half, but this probably understates the true status of this secretive species which is 
rarely seen unless flushed. 
 
COMMON SNIPE  Gallinago gallinago  
Status: Uncommon resident, common passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
A very poor year and although the number of sites remained the same at 45, 
numbers in general were well down in both winter periods.  At Venus Pool, the 
monthly maxima was down by a massive 72% across the year.  At Wood Lane, 
numbers were also well down in most months, with only a one-off high count of 
70 in Oct bucking the trend to any degree.  No evidence of breeding was reported 
this year. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

Elsewhere, there were 26 at Blake Mere, near Whitchurch on 7 Jan and 30 on 
11 Feb, 36 in the low-lying wet fields adjacent to Childs Ercall Airfield on 
21 Jan, 21 at Wall Farm on 19 Aug and 25 at S S Farm on 16 Dec. 
 
WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola 
Status: Uncommon resident and winter visitor 
 
During the first winter period, the largest counts were of six at Broseley on 
13 Jan and the same number at Hawkestone Park on 17 Feb, when a succession 
of birds were seen flying to the fields at dusk, presumably to feed.  Two were 
reported at Lee Brockhurst on 16 Jan and singles at Cole Mere, Monkmoor Pool, 
Prees Branch Canal, Shavington Big Pool, Sweeney Mountain and Wall Farm. 
 
No breeding season records, even from Haughmond Hill, only the second year 
that roding has not been recorded here in the last 12, but Foot and Mouth 
restrictions were, hopefully, primarily responsible. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ASF - - - - 1 12 9 11 8 

Priorslee Flash 12 10 10 6 - 2 6 7 14 

Venus Pool 44 44 1 1 11 9 10 6 4 

Wood Lane 30 10 12 5 16 31 70 30 25 
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A single at Broseley on 31 Oct was the first in the second winter period.  A cold 
snap with resultant frozen ground probably accounted for a spate of three 
sightings on 22 Dec at Ercall Woods, Wall Farm and Woolston, as birds emerged 
from cover to feed amongst leaf litter.  One was at Monkmoor Pool on 30 Dec.  
This is a secretive species which is often only seen if flushed from cover and 
counts of two, five, three, seven, eight, six, eight and three were put up during 
weekly shoots at Albrighton beginning on 3 Nov. 
 
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT  Limosa limosa 
Status: Scarce passage migrant 
 
Another very good year for this fine species with a total for the year probably in 
excess of 50 individuals although, with the comings and goings at the three main 
sites, it would be unsafe to proffer a precise count.  All records were from autumn 
passage, covering the period 11 Jul to 20 Oct. 
 
Passage at ASF was brief, lasting for only 16 days from 19 Aug, when conditions 
became suitable, until 3 Sep.  Five was the maximum number present on any one 
day. 
 
At VP, four were present on 12 Jul and three on 31 Jul, but there was then a two 
week gap before a single arrived on 15 Aug.  Five or six were then present on 
most days between 18 and 25 Aug, dropping to two until 2 Sep when they were 
joined by five new birds.  Four were seen on each of the next two days, but then 
came a break of four days until 8 Sep when the biggest group of the year, an 
impressive flock of 13, dropped in briefly.  Finally two were present on 
9th and the 12-14 Sep. 
 
Passage at Wood Lane was the lightest, but most protracted.  Three were present 
on 11 Jul, two on 21 Jul and a single on 18-19 and 28 Aug.  Over six weeks then 
elapsed before the next record, a single on 5-9 Oct.  The final birds of the year 
were two on 14 Oct and 20 Oct. 
 
The only record away from these three sites was a flock of six flying upriver at 
Bridgnorth on 13 Aug. 
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WHIMBREL   Numenius phaeopus 
Status: Scarce passage migrant 
 
A fairly modest year, with a maximum of six individuals. 
 
On spring passage, singles were reported at Chelmarsh on 7 May and 24 May. 
 
In the second half of the year, singles were seen at Wood Lane on the 11, 22 and 
26 Jul and 11 Aug.  On the middle two dates, the whimbrel came in at dusk with 
roosting curlew, so the probability is that one lingering bird was responsible for 
at least these two sightings. 
 
EURASIAN CURLEW  Numenius arquata 
Status Common breeding species, passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
Numbers were generally low throughout the year, with only the established roost 
at Wood Lane holding up well.  Cold snaps at either end of the year were 
probably responsible for movements away from the county.  In stark contrast to 
the previous year, the only flock of any significance in the first winter period was 
40 near the River Severn at Shrewsbury on 16 Jan. 
 
Behaviour suggestive of breeding, including singing males and pairs in suitable 
habitat, was reported from about 12 sites, but with little evidence of success.  
However, coverage of the traditional breeding stronghold in the upland areas 
such as the Long Mynd was almost completely curtailed due to the Foot and 
Mouth. 
 
The post-breeding roost at Wood Lane began to build up by the end of Jun, with 
three figure counts on four dates in Jul and Aug.  A count of 147 on 7 Aug was 
the largest of the year and the biggest flock at this site since 1995.  Elsewhere, 
counts included 37 at Venus Pool on 15 Aug and 38 on 4 Sep, 40 at SSF on 
19 Sep, 33 at ASF on 6 Nov and 35 on 17 Dec.  Finally, 44 were on fields near 
Isombridge on 28 Dec. 
 
Monthly maxima at the Wood Lane post-breeding roost: 
SPOTTED REDSHANK  Tringa erythropus 

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

78 132 147 90 57 3 
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Status: Uncommon passage migrant 
 
Three were seen, all at ASF, on return passage.  A juvenile was present from 
6-9 Sep (AL) and two winter plumage birds on 27 Oct (AL). 
 
This species has now been recorded in seven of the last 10 years, including the 
last six.  After a poor run in the early 1990s it seems to be regaining its former 
status of the 1980s.  Always more regular in the autumn. 
 
Spotted redshank records in Shropshire 1992-2001: 

COMMON REDSHANK  Tringa totanus 
Status:  Uncommon passage migrant, scarce summer and rare winter visitor 
 
The first of the year was a single at Priorslee Lake on 16 Mar.  Subsequently, 
two were at Venus Pool on 24 Mar and, the following day, there was a small 
movement with two at Norbroom Marsh, Newport and singles at Priorslee Lake 
and Wood Lane.  Three were seen at Venus Pool on 28 Mar, a single at 
Norbroom Marsh on 11 Apr and one at Chipnall on 20 Apr. 
 
Thereafter, a single was noted at Venus Pool on 11 dates from mid May through 
to late Aug and two were present at Wood Lane on 24 May, with one there on 
three dates in Jun and Jul.  A probable pair were at Wall Farm on 3 Jun, but the 
only subsequent sighting there was a single on 12 Jul.  One was at Whixall Moss 
on 14 Jul. 
 
Return passage was generally light, with just odd birds at Chelmarsh, Venus 
Pool and Wood Lane.  The feature of the year, however, was the presence of up 
to seven at ASF which looked set to over-winter.  After a maximum of three 
during the Aug-Oct period, five were seen on 4 Nov and a similar number 
remained until the year end with a maximum count of seven on 26 Nov and 
9-10 Dec. 

 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

Spring - 1 - - 1 1 - 1 - - 

Autumn - 1 - - 2 1 2 5 4 3 
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COMMON GREENSHANK  Tringa nebularia 
Status: Common passage migrant 
 
In marked contrast to the previous two years, it was a poor year for this species 
with no spring records and autumn passage never reaching more than a trickle. 
 
One at VP on 22 Jun, which was presumed to be an early returning migrant, was 
the first of the year.  The species was subsequently recorded here on 23 dates 
between 16 Jul and 22 Sep.  All records were of singles birds except for two on 
18 Jul and 20 Aug and four on 19 Aug.  Analysis of the records suggests that 
about 16 individual birds were involved but, as with other waders, it is thought 
that some movement takes place between VP and ASF making the assessment of 
totals difficult. 
 
At ASF, high water levels in mid-summer resulted in a slow start to the passage 
period.  The first was a single on 22 Aug but, subsequently, recorded on most 
days from 27 Aug until 4 Oct with a maximum of three on 27 Aug and 20 Sep 
Probably, a minimum of about ten birds passed through this site. 
 
The largest count of the year was 10 which were present at Wood Lane on 
19 Aug and were the first of the year at this site.  On the same day, 10 were also 
reported at Chelmarsh by the same observer and it is interesting to speculate if 
they were the same birds which had beaten him between sites!  A maximum of 
three were at Wood Lane between 25 Aug and 8 Sep. 
 
At Wall Farm, singles on various dates between 19 July and 1 Sep, may have 
involved five different birds.  Elsewhere, one was present on the River Severn 
between Leighton and Buildwas on 29 Jul and another on a small flash adjacent 
to the Whitchurch by-pass from 26 Aug until 5 Sep. 
 
GREEN SANDPIPER   Tringa ochropus 
Status: Common passage migrant and scarce winter visitor  
 
Early in the year, several reports of birds assumed to be wintering were received.  
Two were at Middle Pool, Trench on 1 Jan, singles were at Newport on 10 Feb 
and the River Severn between Leighton and Buildwas on 8 Mar whilst at Wood 
Lane a max of two were seen on several dates in the first quarter. 
 
Two at Cranmere Bog on 3 Apr and singles at Wood Lane on 21 April and 
3 May could have been wintering birds or migrants, whilst one at VP on 13 May 
certainly fell into the latter category. 
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Two at Wood Lane on 22 Jun and singles at VP on 23 Jun and Wall Farm on 
28 Jun, probably heralded the start of return passage, the early date perhaps 
suggesting that they were failed breeders. 
 
Monthly maxima from the three principal sites: 

The above table illustrates the increased 
propensity for the species to winter within 
the county, perhaps an indication of climatic 
change.  It is interesting that whilst ASF and 
Wood Lane are used in winter, records at VP 
quickly dry up with none after 4 Sep until 
one appeared briefly towards the end of Dec, 
perhaps wandering from ASF or the River 
Severn. 
 
Return passage was also observed at 
Chelmarsh, Cound Stank, Lyneal, 
Monkmoor Pool, the River Severn between 

Leighton and Buildwas and Whitchurch.  In addition, up to three were at Wall 
Farm between Jul and mid-Sep.  Up to three wintering birds were also found in 
the area of the Severn/Vyrnwy confluence in Nov and Dec. 
 
WOOD SANDPIPER  Tringa glareola 
Status: Scarce passage migrant 
 
Three were seen, with one at each of the main wader sites and all on return 
passage. 
 
The first was a long staying, although often elusive, bird at Wood Lane from 
14-25 Aug (HMP).  This was followed by a juvenile at ASF on 22 Aug (AL) and 
finally one at VP on the quite late date of 29 Sep (logbook). 
 
Just about annual in the county and two or three records is typical.  The last 
blank year was 1989. 

 Jul Aug Sep Oct No Dec 

ASF 5 10 14 15 12 9 

VP 5 10 3 - - 1 

Wood Lane 3 7 3 2 2 2 

 

Green Sandpiper 
Illustration by John Martin 
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COMMON SANDPIPER  Actitis hypoleucos 
Status:  Common passage migrant 
 
The first of the year was a single at Priorslee Lake on 14 Apr and the species was 
seen here almost daily until the month’s end. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

In addition to those shown in the table, spring migrants were recorded at Cole 
Mere, Coton Hill and The Mere, Ellesmere.  Two were on the River Severn 
between Leighton and Buildwas on 30 June, but no records suggesting breeding 
were received. 
 
Return passage was steady rather than spectacular, with a highest count of nine 
at Chelmarsh on 29 Jul.  Also recorded in autumn at Monkmoor Pool, Stokesay, 
Wall Farm and on a small flash near the Whitchurch by-pass.  The final record 
of the year was one on a small pool near Blake Mere on 4 Nov. 
 
TURNSTONE   Arenaria interpres 
Status:     Scarce passage migrant 
 
One was reported at Wood Lane on 17 May (logbook). 
 
Almost annual in Shropshire; 1999 was the only blank year during the 1990s. 
 
GREY PHALAROPE   Phalaropus fulicarius 
Status:     Very rare vagrant 
 
An adult was seen briefly at VP on 24 Nov (DF, RD). 
 
This is only the third county record, but the second year in succession that this 
species has been reported. 

 Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

ASF - - - 7 6 6 1 

Chelmarsh 4 2 - 9 4 - - 

Priorslee Lake 6 3 - 4 1 - - 

VP 8 3 1 3 4 2 - 

Wood Lane - 3 - 1 3 2 1 
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL  Larus melanocephalus 
Status: Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
Only two were seen, both on one day only.  A first winter was present in the 
roost at The Mere, Ellesmere on 5 Mar (CG) and a first winter visited VP briefly 
on 15 May (GJW). 
 
This is by far the worst annual return since the blank year of 1993.  Perhaps it 
can partially be explained by Foot and Mouth restrictions especially during the 
peak month of Mar.  However, the paucity of records during the rest of the year 
is harder to explain, as this is a species very much on the increase nationally and, 
until this year, the increase had been reflected in Shropshire. 
 
BLACK-HEADED GULL  Larus ridibundus 
Status: Common resident and very common winter visitor 
 
This species continues to go largely unreported by most observers.  For 
example, just five records from two observers for VP during the whole year.  
Many of the traditional winter roosts went largely unrecorded during the 
majority of the year, although those that were often returned increased counts on 
2000. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

*   Monkmoor Pool and Wood Lane are loafing sites rather than overnight roosts 
 
Reports of breeding activity were a little more positive.  Although an original 
colony of 40-50 pairs at VP quickly became depleted to two pairs, probably due 
to fox predation, it seems much of the colony may have moved on to nearby 
Berrington.  About 50 pairs were believed to have been present at the Top Pool, 
and 20 nests were counted at the Bottom Pool.  There was a small colony at 
Cranmere Bog, where about five pairs were present, and two flightless juveniles 

 Jan Feb Mar Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monkmoor Pool* 100 240 - 140 60 140 60 50 150 

Priorslee Lake 2400 2600 1900 509 52 62 1100 3500 4200 

The Mere, Ellesmere 3000 3000 - - - - 900 1600 - 

Wood Lane* 800 300 204 181 259 239 382 186 210 
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were seen on 10 Jul.  Fifteen juveniles counted at Monkmoor Pool on 22 Jul 
were thought to have originated here; a small colony at Wall Farm contained one 
well-grown chick on 22 Jul. 
 
This species favours fairly large water bodies with sparsely vegetated islands and 
it seems that the breeding sites are susceptible to mammalian predation.  Some 
reserves have had success with fox-proof electric fencing and, although, this is a 
costly undertaking, it might have to be considered at VP. 
 
COMMON GULL   Larus canus 
Status: Common winter visitor 
 
Very poorly recorded with the majority of records from The Mere, Ellesmere 
and Wood Lane.  In the first winter period, monthly maxima at The Mere, 
Ellesmere were 1200 on the 27 Jan and 1000 on 11 Feb.  Interestingly, however, 
just 10 were present on 18 Feb.  The only reports for the second winter period 
were one on 27 Oct and eight on 3 Nov.  At Wood Lane, 22 were present on 
27 Jan and then small numbers up to a maximum of five were noted on odd dates 
until Aug.  Later in the year, monthly maxima were one on 15 Oct, six on 
29 Nov and 11 on 24 Dec. 
 
The only sites away from The Mere, Ellesmere to hold three figure counts were 
Darliston where 100 were noted on 28 Jan and Condover where the same 
number followed a plough on 23 and 24 Feb.  The maximum count at Priorslee 
Lake was 16 on 2 Oct.  Only one record was received for VP, four on 21 Jan, 
although seven were seen on the adjacent Cound Fishery on 19 Jan and a single 
the following day. 
 
The status of this species within Shropshire remains perplexing, with some very 
large counts coming from the roost at The Mere, Ellesmere, but so few records 
from elsewhere in the county.  Better observer coverage would be welcome. 
 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus fuscus 
Status: Common winter visitor 
 
This species is always the most numerous of the large gulls within the county.  
Often encountered in large flocks at roost on the larger meres and reservoirs or 
feeding at tips or on arable land.  Counts at roost sites were again fairly sporadic. 
 
Larger counts away from the sites shown in the table included 300 at Newport 
on 25 Feb, 200 at Barnsley Tip on 17 Mar, 250 at Bayston Hill on 10 Aug, 
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231 at Edgmond Marsh on 12 Aug, 200 at Noneley on 25 Sep, 200 at Broome 
Park, Neen Savage on 30 Sep, 950 at Devil’s Dingle on 17 Oct and 2500 at 
Barnsley Tip on 28 Dec. 
 
Monthly maxima at selected sites: 

*Wood Lane is a loafing site rather than an overnight roost. 
 
One found dead at Chelmarsh on 9 Sep had been ringed as a nestling at the large 
breeding colony at South Walney in Cumbria in July 1998.  
 
HERRING GULL  Larus argentatus 
Status: Common winter visitor 
 
Following on from the influx in late Dec 2000, numbers roosting at The Mere, 
Ellesmere, or appearing at neighbouring Wood Lane, remained high at the start 
of the year and increased further in early Feb.  Counts of 250 were made at 
Wood Lane on both 4 Jan and 27 Jan, 180 roosted at The Mere on 24 and 27 Jan, 
with numbers increasing to 600 on 2 Feb.  A massive 1500 were counted here on 
7 Feb, which represents the largest single site count in the county since 1991 and 
500 remained on 11 Feb.  The only other double figure counts in the first winter 
period were at Barnsley Tip (max. 20), Crose Mere (50), Priorslee Lake (33) and 
Shrewsbury (12). 
 
Numbers remained generally low in the second winter period with the only 
counts of note being 20 at Wood Lane on 10 Nov, with 90 there on 24 Dec, 26 at 
Priorslee Lake on 21 Dec, 10-15 at Chelmarsh from late Nov to the year’s end 
and 60 at Barnsley Tip on 28 Dec. 
 
Yellow-legged Gull   Larus argentatus michahellis 
 
Still officially classified by the BOU as a subspecies of herring gull.  An adult 
visited Wood Lane and White Mere before roosting at The Mere, Ellesmere on 

 Jan Feb Mar Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Chelmarsh - 1000 - 150 - - 3000 - - 

Priorslee Lake 500 203 150 32 14 62 372 2500 2109 

The Mere, Ellesmere 1100 800 - - - - 840 410 - 

Wood Lane* 150 7 63 84 410 100 300 295 48 
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4 Jan (AH).  An adult at Priorslee Lake on 15 Jan (JI) was thought to be the same 
individual present at this site on 14 Dec 2000.  A second winter bird was at 
Wood Lane on 3 Feb (AH, AB).  What was probably the same adult bird, was 
recorded at Wood Lane in every month between 27 Jun and 1 Nov (AH). 
Records of an adult at Chelmarsh on 18, 29 and 30 Jul (SH, AWG) may also 
have related to a single individual.  At Chelmarsh, an adult was seen on 19 Oct 
(AWG) and a forth winter on 26 Nov (AWG).  An adult was at Priorslee Lake on 
6 Dec (JI).  The final record of the year was of three adults at The Mere, 
Ellesmere on 11 Dec (AWG). 
 
A minimum of 11 individuals were involved, but the Records Committee 
considers that this probably understates the status of this sub-species in 
Shropshire.  Closer scrutiny of gull roosts, and greater awareness of the field 
characters by observers, may reveal that odd birds are usually present in most 
big roosts of large gulls. 
 
ICELAND GULL   Larus glaucoides 
Status: Scarce winter visitor 
 
Three were found, the first records since 1998 following an uninterrupted 
succession of records in the early and mid 1990s. 
 
A first winter bird, discovered in the roost at The Mere, Ellesmere on 11 Feb, 
remained intermittently until 1 Apr (AL.).  Its appearances were very sporadic, 
being missing from the roost on many evenings when it was searched for.  This 
individual also visited Wood Lane on 17 Feb and 17 and 18 Mar.  An adult was 
at Chelmarsh on 26 and 29 Dec (AWG).  Finally, a first winter roosted at 
Priorslee Lake on 30 Dec (EJW).  It was still present next morning and returned 
to roost again that evening. 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus marinus 
Status: Common winter visitor 
 
A very similar year to both 1999 and 2000, with 27 reports from 7 sites. 
 
The highest counts were in Jan with 15 at Barnsley Tip on 17th and 14 at Wood 
Lane on the 27th.  Other sites where this species was seen in the early part of the 
year were Chelmarsh (max. 2), Cole Mere (1), Priorslee Lake (2), The Mere, 
Ellesmere (2) and White Mere (7). 
 
One was present at Wood Lane on the slightly unusual date of 19 Jun. 



63 

The only count of note in the second winter period was of 10 at Barnsley Tip on 
28 Dec.  Also recorded during this period at Chelmarsh (max. 2), Priorslee 
Lake (2), The Mere, Ellesmere (2) and Wood Lane (3). 
 
KITTIWAKE  Rissa tridactyla 
Status: Scarce vagrant 
 
An adult in summer plumage was at Priorslee Lake on 22 Feb (EJW). 
 
Just one record for the year seems to indicate that this species is returning to its 
official status as a scarce vagrant.  The total for each of the three previous years 
was four, which in itself was a marked reduction on the numbers seen in the 
mid-1990s. 
 
COMMON TERN   Sterna hirundo 
Status: Common passage migrant 
 
Perhaps predictably, the first were at Priorslee Lake with two on 1 May and 
probably two different birds the following day.  Ones and two were then seen on 
two further dates in May and two dates in early Jul.  At VP three were seen on 
11 May and were followed by an impressive flock of 15 on 14 May, all of which 
departed at 09.50hrs.  A maximum of two were then seen on several dates until 
3 Jul.  Three were at Cole Mere on 12, 13 and 14 May. 
 
Two at Chelmarsh Reservoir on 14 May were the only spring records for this 
site, but up to five were seen here during Jul, the records including three 
juveniles on the 10th and two on the 18th, the early dates perhaps suggesting 
fairly local breeding.  Fourteen passage birds were present here on 30 Sep. 
 
Birds were recorded during the summer at Wood Lane on five dates between 
24 Jun and 15 Jul, with a maximum of four on 4 Jul.  One or two were seen at 
The Mere, Ellesmere on 13-15 May, with a single there on 24 Jul.  The last of 
the year was at this site, a single on 3 Oct.  October records are very unusual in 
Shropshire; the previous record in this month was of two birds at The Mere on 
13 Oct 1990. 
 
The counts and dates suggest a total in excess of 60 birds which is an excellent 
year.  However, impressive as the two large counts were, they are placed into 
context by the record count of 64 at ASF on 5 Aug 1993. 
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ARCTIC TERN   Sterna paradisaea 
Status: Uncommon passage migrant 
 
At Chelmarsh, five fished over the reservoir on 9 Jul before flying of south at 
20.15 hrs (MO) and a single was at the same site on 16 Jul (KB).  Two were 
present at Wood Lane on 22 Jul (CG). 
 
Numerically, the best year since 1997 with eight individuals recorded.  However, 
the downside is that all records were during the month of Jul which, sadly, may 
be indicative of failed breeding birds returning early.  Reports in some 
publications have indicated that this species has endured yet another poor 
breeding season, both in the north of the UK and elsewhere, probably due to low 
fish stocks, principally sand eels, the staple food of arctic tern chicks.  Only three 
other records of Arctic terns were received in the period 1990-2000, all of single 
birds. 
 
BLACK TERN   Chlidonias niger 
Status: Uncommon passage migrant 
 
A total of about 23 were seen, eight in spring and 15 on autumn passage, which 
is about average for a species with a markedly variable pattern of appearances 
within the county. 
 
The first of the year was a single at Priorslee Lake on the exceptionally early date 
of 15 Apr.  The next were not until almost a month later, on 12 May, when a 
single was at VP and two were at Cole Mere where four were present on the 
following two days.  Further singles at Priorslee Lake on 14 May and The Mere, 
Ellesmere the following day, completed the spring passage. 
 
Return passage commenced on 19 Aug when five were at Chelmarsh and two at 
Wood Lane before they relocated to The Mere, Ellesmere 10 minutes later. After 
singles at Wood Lane on 21 Aug and VP on 25 Aug, a gap of a month ensued 
until two were seen at The Mere, Ellesmere on 21 Sep.  The final four records 
were all of single birds; at VP on 27 Sep, Priorslee Lake on 2 Oct, VP again on 
8 Oct and, finally, The Mere, Ellesmere on the late date of 18 Oct. 
 
The first and last dates for this species were both remarkable. The 15 Apr record 
was the earliest for at least 20 years and the 18 Oct bird was the latest since 1984 
when three were present on 28 Oct, coincidentally, at the same site, The Mere, 
Ellesmere. 
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FERAL PIGEON   Columba livia 
Status: Common resident 
 
Largely ignored by observers.  As in recent years, most records were from 
Priorslee Lake.  The highest count of 79 on 17 Jul was more than double that of 
the previous year.  Elsewhere, the only other double-figure count was at 
Monkmoor Pool with 16 on 29 Jul. 
 
STOCK DOVE   Columba oenas 
Status: Common resident 
 
At Wall Farm, numbers peaked at 120 on 3 Oct, a copse at Adeney held 75 on 
25 Feb, between 60 and 70 were at Hanwood throughout Mar and the year ended 
with 60 at Eaton Upon Tern on 22 Dec.  Although widely reported, flocks were 
smaller elsewhere, mainly in single figures.  
 
Two broods were raised at both Aston Square and Eardington, and nests were 
also located at Woodlands Park, Shrewsbury and Shelton where a hole in a 
chestnut tree was utilised. 
 
WOODPIGEON   Columba palumbus 
Status: Common resident 
 
The largest flocks are recorded during the winter months, 700 were at Tibberton 
Moor on 9 Dec and Caynton on 22 Dec.  There were four other counts of 500 or 
above and a further 11 sites had flocks in three figures.  This is a fairly typical 
showing, but the maximum flock size was well down from last year.  Obviously 
overlooked as a breeding species with only two records. 
 
COLLARED DOVE   Streptopelia decaocto 
Status: Common resident 
 
Widely distributed with single-figure counts recorded throughout the county.  
The largest flock noted was at The Rea, Upton Magna on 18 Jun when 30 were 
present, these birds know a good thing when they see it!  The only other counts 
to reach double figures were 22 at Sommerwood on 7 Feb, 18 at Avenue Rd on 
14 Jan, 12 at Adderley on 7 Feb and 12 at Wappenshall Moor on 30 Sept. 
 
Fragments of eggs, believed to have been hatched rather than predated, were 
found in a garden at Pontesbury on 6 Jan, where birds had been observed nest 
building the previous month.  Breeding was also noted at Waters Upton and 
Tedsmere in the more traditional months of Apr and Jun respectively. 
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TURTLE DOVE  Streptopelia turtur 
Status: Uncommon summer visitor 
 
The first bird to return was at Priorslee Lake on 26 Apr and was the only one 
noted at this site.  Although few in number, other reports came from 11 locations 
which fall into four broad areas traditionally associated with this species.  
Haughmond Hill to ASF, Hortonwood and Buttery Farm, Severn Valley Country 
Park near Alveley and the area between Morville and Shirlett.   
 
Two birds were at the Severn Valley Country Park on 12 Jun and four were at 
Buttery Farm on 27 Jun.  The remaining records, received up until the end of 
July were of single birds.  There was then a significant gap before next and final 
sighting at Uckington on 6 Sep; this was of three birds and included one 
juvenile. 
 
These records indicate 12 possible territories, as in the previous year.  Observers 
are again asked to look out for this species and send in all records. 
 
ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri 
Status: Rare vagrant or escape 
 
A single record from a garden in Bridgnorth on 27 Mar (MO). 
 
The second year running that this species has been recorded following a gap 
since 1994.  The origin of these birds is open to speculation, but it is perhaps 
more likely that they are recent escapes rather than wanderers from the feral 
population in the south east. 
 
COMMON CUCKOO  Cuculus canorus 
Status: Common summer visitor 
 
There were no reports this year until 21 Apr when birds were at Beckmoors, 
Oldwoods and Priorslee Lake.  These were the latest arrivals since 1994 but 
records came in steadily after this date and 11 more were received by the end of 
the month.  Sightings were then widespread until mid-Jun when adult birds 
departed.  Reports were received from 33 different locations. 
 
Breeding was not confirmed, but juveniles, probably on passage, were seen at 
four sites between 20 Aug and 6 Sep when the last was seen at ASF. 
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BARN OWL  Tyto alba 
Status: Common resident 
 
Absent from the upland areas in the south of the county but elsewhere single 
birds were noted from 36 widespread locations.  As usual, many of these 
sightings were made along roadsides but, fortunately, only one casualty was 
noted this year.  Over half the of records received were from the first quarter, the 
others being spread evenly over the remaining months except for Sep, when no 
birds were recorded. 
 
During the breeding season, birds were reported from just seven locations.  The 
only indication of breeding came from a site in the north west where a male was 
observed carrying voles into a building from which a female could be heard 
snoring inside. 
 
LITTLE OWL  Athene noctua 
Status: Common resident 
 
Jun and Jul are good months to see this species when they can be very vocal and 
are often active during the early evening.  This was borne out by the number of 
records received, more than double the total for any other month with Jan and 
Feb being the next most productive time.  Single birds or pairs were noted at 39 
widely scattered sites, but avoiding the upland areas in the south. 
 
Three birds, probably including a juvenile, were in an isolated tree along with a 
kestrel at Wappenshall Moor on 23 Jul.  Downy young were observed and heard 
hissing characteristically at the entrance hole to a nest in an oak tree at Condover 
on 20 Jun.  Breeding was also noted at Harnage and Newport. 
 
TAWNY OWL  Strix aluco 
Status: Common resident 
 
The majority of records were of calling birds, mainly singles or pairs, 
occasionally more, when neighbours called in reply.  They were noted 
throughout the year, but with slightly more records coming from the early 
months.  Reports came from 31 locations, but this largely appeared to reflect the 
distribution of the observer’s homes rather than that of the birds.  Birds roosted 
in garden trees at Maesbury Marsh and Adderley where a bird was seen sitting 
on a bird table at dusk. 
 
Breeding is certainly under recorded.  A nest box was used at Donnington and 
juveniles were found at Gatten Plantation, Market Drayton and Randley. 
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SHORT-EARED OWL   Asio flammeus 
Status: Rare winter visitor and passage migrant 
 
The only record for the year was of one at Tibberton from 9-14 Oct (SJ). 
 
This species is just about annual, the last blank year being 1991.  As has been 
largely the case in recent years, this would appear to have been a passage bird.     
After a run of spring records, this is only the second blank spring in the last six 
years. 
 
COMMON SWIFT  Apus apus 
Status: Common summer visitor 
 
The first returning birds were noted on 25 Apr when singles were at Neen 
Savage, Shifnal and Shrewsbury and a further 53 were discovered before the end 
of the month.  Unfortunately, the Shifnal bird was found with an injured wing 
and subsequently died.  As May progressed numbers continued to rise.  As is 
expected, the larger concentrations were over water and the three highest counts 
of the year occurred on three consecutive days; 200 at Whitcliffe, 250 at VP and 
150 at Priorslee Lake on 15-17 May.  Other records in May and Jun usually 
concerned smaller numbers with the exceptions being 50 over Shrewsbury on 
15 Jun and 50 noted hawking for insects over the moors at Hincks on 26 Jun. 
 
Numbers began to build again in Jul when 120 were at Lyneal on the 7th and 60 
were at Whixall Moss on the 14th.  Most birds had departed by the middle of 
Aug, but the final sighting was of a single at ASF on 3 Sep. 
 
COMMON KINGFISHER   Alcedo atthis 
Status: Common resident 
 
Records for this species fall into two categories.  Almost half of them were from 
lakes or pools, many of which are also reserves.  The majority of these records 
came from ASF, Chelmarsh, Monkmoor and Priorslee Lake with smaller 
numbers from Wood Lane, VP, Wall Farm, Trench Pool and the EGM.  At these 
locations, most of the birds were seen between Jul and Oct and may have been 
dispersing after the breeding season.  Smaller numbers were noted from Jan to 
Mar and again in Nov and Dec.  Swollen rivers at this time may have forced the 
birds to find alternate feeding places.  There were no sightings in Apr, May or 
Jun. 
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The remaining records were from rivers, streams and canals.  Reports from these 
sites were distributed evenly throughout the year with only a slight increase in 
Aug and Sep.  Most of these records were from the River Severn from 
Shrewsbury south to the county border and there were no reports from the 
Severn above Shrewsbury.  Birds were also noted on the Rivers Rea at Neen 
Savage, Meese at Cherrington, Onny at Craven Arms and Stokesay and the 
Teme at Whitcliffe.  Smaller waters include Habberley Brook at Pontesford, Rea 
Brook at Shrewsbury and a small brook at Maesbury. 
 
The only record from a canal was of a nest in the bank near Blake Mere.  One 
other breeding record was from the River Severn at Shrewsbury. 
 
HOOPOE   Upupa epops 
Status:   Rare summer vagrant 
 
A single bird at Lower Fenemere from 20 to 22 Oct (SP). 
 
The bird frequented a farm courtyard and the occupiers requested confidentiality 
to protect their privacy.  The previous record was in 1993 when two birds were 
seen.  Prior to that, appearances had been almost annual.  Apr and May are the 
best months for this species and this is the first in Oct since 1957. 
 
Because this species often favours private gardens, it remains much sought after 
by birders in the county.  Let us hope it is not too long before one is found at a 
site where access is possible. 
 
GREEN WOODPECKER   Picus viridis 
Status: Common resident 
 
Records of this popular species were received from all parts of the county, from 
Telford Town Park to near the summit of Clee Hill.  Birds are often located by 
their yaffling call but, unusually for this species, drumming was heard at Much 
Wenlock on 5 Mar and drilling on a dead branch was noted at Gatten Plantation 
on 27 Aug.  Generally reported as single birds, however, five were disputing 
territories at Chetwynd Park on 11 Mar and five were feeding on ant hills at 
Devil’s Dingle on 17 Nov. 
 
Juveniles were noted at four localities; Neen Savage in May and Market 
Drayton, Ironbridge and Wood Lane in Jul. 
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GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Dendrocopos major 
Status: Common resident 
 
Birds were reported throughout the year from all parts, mostly as singles or pairs.  
Most drumming records were from Jan, including on New Years Day at 
Berriewood, but continued to be noted to the end of Apr.  Jan was also a good 
month for garden records of birds at peanut feeders. 
 
Juveniles were seen at nine scattered locations from 25 May until 25 Jun, often 
being brought to garden feeders by their parents. 
 
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Dendrocopos minor 
Status: Common resident 
 
A very poor year for this species with just ten reports, each of a single bird, 
received from ten locations.  The year began well with one at Cole Mere on 
1 Jan followed by other Jan records from Wyre Forest, Market Drayton and 
Church Stretton.  Single Feb and Mar records from Severn Valley Country Park 
and Tibberton respectively were followed by two Apr sightings at Harmer Hill 
and VP.  Late summer birds were at Mainstone in Jun and Highley in Aug. 
 
Although few in number, the records received came from widely scattered 
locations and the birds must be more numerous and widespread than these 
records suggest. 
 
SKYLARK   A1auda arvensis  
Status: Common resident and winter visitor 
 
Although well reported from a wide area, flock sizes were below those of recent 
years.  The largest flock was at Kinglow on 16 Jan and contained just 100 birds.  
Early in the year, only two other counts exceeded 20.  Thirty five were at 
Adeney on New Years Day and 56 at Broome Park, Neen Savage on 15 Jan.  
The habitat at Broome Park obviously suited this species since a count of 85 
feeding on stubble on 30 Dec was the highest in the latter part of the year. 
 
Other flocks of between 20 and 65 were reported at this time from 23 other sites.  
At 11 of these, the observers stated that the birds were in stubble fields which 
clearly demonstrates the importance of this habitat.  Passage was noted at both 
ASF on 29 Sep and Berriewood on 5 Oct when small groups were observed 
flying south. 
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Singing was heard from 14 Feb to 2 Jul and many territories were noted.  It can 
be difficult to prove breeding for this species, but it was confirmed at Harnage 
 
SAND MARTIN   Riparia riparia 
Status: Common summer visitor 

 
The first returning bird was at Cound 
Fishery on 16 Mar, and one at nearby 
VP the next day may have been the same 
bird.  A single was at Broome Park on 
the 22nd and at Priorslee Lake numbers 
increased daily from three on 24 Mar to 
12 by the end of the month.  During Apr, 
birds were regularly reported from most 
large water bodies. 
 

At Priorslee Lake 250 were present on 18 Apr and 600 were estimated to be at 
Wood Lane through the latter half of May.  High spring counts were also made 
at The Mere, Ellesmere with 450 on 15 Apr and at VP with 200 on 16 May. 
 
Details were received from six breeding colonies.  At Bridgwalton there were 
175 pairs’ some of which were thought to have transferred from Morville where 
15 pairs was the lowest for several years.  Fifteen pairs were present at 
Bromfield Gravel Pits, 25 pairs on the River Severn, 75 pairs at Whitchurch and 
300 pairs at Wood Lane. 
 
A post-breeding flock of 600 was at Chelmarsh on 9 Jul and 100 were still to be 
found at Wood Lane in late Aug.  Small numbers were seen throughout Sep and 
the final two lingered until 1 Oct at Hampton Loade.  Just the third Oct record in 
the last 10 years, the previous ones both being on the 3rd in 1993 and 1999. 
 
BARN SWALLOW   Hirundo rustica 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
Four birds returned in Mar, the first of these was at Broome Park on the 22nd, 
another was at Priorslee Lake on the 28th and two were at Westbury the next 
day.  Migrants continued to arrive throughout Apr, and observers were still 
reporting their first sightings in the third week.  It was not until the end of the 
month that counts reached double figures with 50 at Priorslee Lake on the 30th 
easily beating counts elsewhere. 
 

 

Sand Martins 
Illustration by Geoff Hall 
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Only small numbers were noted through the summer months.  Farm buildings 
provide good nest sites, usually with feeding opportunities nearby and five pairs 
at Berriewood, two at Monkmoor Pool and a pair at Wall Farm used such sites.  
Breeding was also noted at Eardington and Woolston. 
 
Juveniles from early nests began to gather in late summer while their parents 
were busy raising late broods and a flock of 100 at Wall Farm on 29 Jul was 
estimated to contain 75 juveniles.  Seven flocks of 100 or more were seen from 
1 Aug onwards, the largest being at Wall Lane on 9 Sep when 200 were present.  
Most birds had commenced their long migration south by the end of the month, 
but several stayed into Oct, and a group of four made their final appearance at 
ASF on the 16th. 
 
HOUSE MARTIN   Delichon urbica 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
A pair at Priorslee Lake were the first of the season, arriving on 3 Apr.  Up to 
three were sighted here periodically throughout the month but 25 were nearby at 
Priorslee Flash on 19th.  During Apr, birds were noted at 19 further sites, but 
with ten the maximum number recorded. 
 
Small numbers continued to be reported through the summer, bringing the total 
number of locations to 55.  Breeding occurred at eight of these sites.  The largest 
colony was at Attingham and this only contained nine nests, elsewhere no more 
than two were noted. 
 
As autumn progressed, several large flocks were counted, mainly close to water.  
Two hundred were at Lyneal on 7 Jul, 300 at Wall Farm on 9 Sep, 725 at 
Hampton Loade on 1 Oct and 290 Buildwas on 6 Oct.  These flocks rapidly 
departed and by 15 Oct only two birds were left, both at Betton Moss. 
 
TREE PIPIT   Anthus trivialis 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
A very poor year.  Only 11 records were received, concerning a total of 24 birds 
but restricted access to the countryside, particularly in some of the upland areas 
favoured by this species, may be partly to blame.  This can be seen from the fact 
that the first to be noted were two at Cleeton St Mary on 15 May even though 
tree pipits normally arrive in Shropshire around the second week in Apr and 
have been seen in the last week in Mar in two years out of the last ten. 
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Subsequently, three were at Bury Ditches on 26 May and during the next two 
months birds were reported at Brown Clee, Cefn Coch, Ercall Woods and 
Whixall Moss which are all sites noted in the Atlas.  On 15 Aug, two were with 
other migrants at Broome Park and a single flew over Wood Lane on 28 Aug.  
The final sighting was of two at Gatten Plantation on 14 Sep. 
 
MEADOW PIPIT   Anthus pratensis 
Status:   Common resident and winter visitor 
 
Small flocks of fewer than 50 birds were widely distributed during the first three 
months of the year, but by the first week in Apr the majority of birds had left for 
their breeding areas.  After this time, they were only noted at three sites in Apr 
and one in May, all probably on passage, but the upland areas that usually 
provide the bulk of records at this time of year were out of bounds. 
 
A few records began to flow from these sites in Jun but numbers remained low.  
During the next two months, 30 at Gatten Plantation, on several dates, was the 
maximum count.  Numbers increased in Sep when 100 were counted at both 
Catherton Common and Titterstone Clee on the 14th and 400 were at Clee Hill 
on the 17th.  Sep also saw a marked return to other parts of the county as passage 
migrants moved through and winter visitors took up residence.  Seventy were at 
Aston on 22 Sep and after this time small flocks, occasionally reaching 
40, continued to be observed over a wide area to the year’s end. 
 
WATER PIPIT   Anthus spinoletta 
Status:   Scarce winter visitor 
 
A single was present at ASF from 21 Oct to 10 Nov (AL). 
 
This bird was often elusive during its stay and was frequently absent for several 
days at a time, perhaps feeding in nearby fields.  During the early 1990s, one 
bird a year was the average for this species, so after three blank years this bird 
was perhaps overdue.  The two in 1997 were at ASF in Jan and VP in Apr. 
 
YELLOW  WAGTAIL   Motacilla flava 
Status:   Passage migrant and summer visitor 
 
April is the normal month for this species to return and two in Mar last year were 
unusual.  The first was a single at VP on 8 Apr, a typical arrival date, and others 
were seen at Cranmere Bog, Tibberton and Wood Lane during the following 
week. 
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A few additional reports were received during Apr but the highest number were 
from May and Jun.  These were all from the eastern half of the county and a 
third of them were from VP.  Numbers were generally low with a few sites 
holding up to four pairs.  In mid Jun a pair was observed carrying food to a nest 
in a field of winter wheat at Withington and four young were raised at 
Bridgwalton.  Several juveniles were at Wall Farm on several dates in Jul.   
 
Eleven at Wall Farm late in the season on 9 Sep was the highest count of the 
year and the last record was of two birds at Wood Lane on 29 Sep. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL    Motacilla cinerea 
Status:   Common resident 
 

Reported regularly from a total of 
61 mostly riparian habitats.  Rivers, 
streams and canals featured throughout 
the year, whilst other wetland areas were  
frequented, more often outside the 
breeding season.  The bulk of the records 
come from the winter months but, 
because many were received from several 
well-watched reserves, this may create a 
false impression.  Seven was the 
maximum count at any one location with 
single birds or pairs the norm. 

 
The first breeding record was from the River Rea at Broome Park on 30 Apr.  
Juveniles were still being found as late as mid-Aug when three were at 
Tedsmere; they were also noted from a total of six other sites, all in the south.  
 
PIED WAGTAIL   Motacilla alba yarrelli 
Status:   Common resident 
 
Widely reported, mostly in single figures, but with larger flocks occurring at 
good feeding sites or roosts.  In the early part of the year, 39 were feeding 
alongside sheep in a swede crop at Broome Park, Neen Savage on 6 Feb.  Counts 
at roosts or pre-roost gatherings included 40 at Atcham on 26 Jan, 50 at 
Minsterley on 25 Mar, 50 at nearby Asterley the next day which might have been 
the same birds and in excess of 300 were in bushes at the Royal Shrewsbury 
Hospital from Jan to Mar. 

 

Grey Wagtail 
Illustration by John Martin 
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Breeding was poorly recorded with only five confirmed cases.   Later in the year 
90 were watched following a plough at Broome Park, Neen Savage on 15 Nov.  
Counts of 67 at ASF on 11 Sep and 60 on 21 Oct were probably roosting birds as 
were 50 at Monkmoor on 30 Dec.  Pre-roost flocks of 19 at Tibberton on 10 Sep 
and 36 at Edgemond on 22 Sep were noted and a roost of up to 12 birds was in 
Telford Town Centre from Sep to Nov. 
 
White wagtail Motacilla alba alba 
 
Singles were at Priorslee Lake on 8 Apr (AL) and 16 Apr (JI). 
 
It is feasible that these records may both refer to the same individual.  If this is 
the case it would be one of the worst years on record for this sub-species.  
However, Priorslee Lake maintains an impressive sequence of records and 
observers wishing to see this bird in Shropshire are recommended to try their 
luck at this site during Apr. 
 
BOHEMIAN WAXWING Bombycilla garrulous 
Status: Rare winter visitor 
 
There was a national influx of this species in Jan and, whilst not enjoying as 
many records as eastern counties, at least some reached Shropshire.  The first to 
arrive were four at Dothill, Wellington from 10-13 Jan with a single present at 
the same site from 24-31 Jan.  Five were seen at Knockin on 14 Jan, seven at 
Oswestry on 15-21 Jan, up to seven at Ludlow from 18-26 Jan, one in 
Shrewsbury on 22 Jan and eleven at Ellesmere from 27-30 Jan.  Finally, seven 
were reported in Shrewsbury on 16 Mar. 

 
A few single birds were also noted in Jan, 
but were thought to be part of larger groups 
seen nearby.  A minimum of 35 birds were 
present during Jan making this the best 
since year 1989.  The seven reported in 
Mar could be part of the Jan influx or 
additional birds. 
 
Fortunately, for those wishing to catch up 
with this rare visitor, most of the flocks 
remained faithful to their chosen location 

for several days and many observers were lucky to catch up with them; the birds 
at Ludlow and Ellesmere being especially well-watched. 

Waxwing, Wellington, Jan 2001 
Photograph by Alan Heath 
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DIPPER   Cinclus cinclus 
Status:   Locally common resident 
 
Reported from 19 sites, all in the south of the county.  Over half of these were on 
three rivers, the Teme, Severn and Onny in that order.  Other waters to hold this 
species were the River Rea, Dowles Brook, Mor Brook and several small 
un-named streams.  The lack of records from some waters, including the River 
Clun where several territories are normally found was, no doubt, due to the 
cancellation of survey work. 
 
Fledged young were seen at Carding Mill Valley for only the second time in 
seven years; the observer thought they may have benefited from less human 
disturbance due to access restrictions at this popular site.  A juvenile was also 
found by the ford at Neen Savage. 
 
WREN   Troglodytes troglodytes 
Status:   Common resident 
 
Reported regularly throughout the year, often on a monthly basis, from 
observers’ gardens or from reserve log books, but only from 41 sites in total.  
Monthly maxima counts from gardens were usually two or three but six were at 
Aston Square, Oswestry in Mar.  As would be expected, maximum numbers 
from the reserves were higher and reached 15 at Priorslee Lake in Nov.  Seven 
came to roost in an old house martin nest at Waters Upton in Jan and Feb, but 
were difficult to count as they arrived late and left early, moving quickly as they 
did so. 
 
At Oswestry, four young were raised in a bat box.  Breeding was noted at seven 
further locations including a nest in a garden shed at Condover. 
 
HEDGE ACCENTOR   Prunella modularis 
Status:   Common resident 
 
With reports from only 36 locations, this species is obviously under-recorded.  
This is probably due to a lack of interest on the part of observers rather than the 
retiring nature of the bird.  Monthly maxima counts were received from some 
gardens and reserves including eight at Broome Park, Neen Savage on 11 Jan, 
six at Condover on 25 Jun, six at Priorslee Lake on 24 Nov and six at Alderton 
on 29 Dec  The highest count of the year was 12 at Market Drayton on 18 Feb. 
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A pair chose to nest in a curry plant at Aston Square, Oswestry but this did not 
deter the local magpies and it was obviously to their taste as they raided the nest.  
Six other breeding attempts were noted. 
 
ROBIN   Erithacus rubecula 
Status:   Common resident 
 
The bulk of the reports for this species were monthly maxima counts from 
gardens and reserves.  These were received from 43 scattered locations, covering 
all but the southern hills, which remained blank.  Singles, pairs and occasionally 
two pairs were reported from most garden sites, as would be expected for this 
territorial bird, with up to ten and twelve being counted at larger sites and 
reserves.  A total of 43 were counted during a 112 mile cycle ride in the 
Tibberton /Weald Moor area, this works out as 2.6 robins per mile.  Could this 
be the new way to monitor bird populations? 
 
Breeding was confirmed at 15 sites. 
 
BLACK REDSTART   Phoenicurus ochruros 
Status:   Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
A female was seen at Burley, near Craven Arms on 23 Jul (WM). 
 
A rather unusual date for this species which is more commonly found in the 
winter or during passage periods.  The bird was seen well, perched on the roof of 
a house and on a garden fence from where it hawked insects.  This species is not 
quite annual in the county.  It was recorded every year during the 1990s but last 
year was blank. 
 
COMMON REDSTART   Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
A few birds usually arrive in early Apr and become widespread by the end of the 
month.  This year, only three birds were sighted in Apr and the first at More was 
not seen until the 27th; three days later two were seen fighting at the same 
location.  The other was at Hawkstone Park on 28 Apr. 
 
The lack of early records was probably due to restricted access to traditional sites 
rather than the late arrival of migrants and reports for May and Jun were also 
down.  The records which were received were all from traditional breeding sites 
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such as the southern hills, The Ercall, The Wrekin and Hawkstone Park.  At 
Hawkstone Park a nest box was used for the third year in succession, six young 
were fledged and two others also fledged from another nest nearby.  Three 
juveniles were seen at Brown Clee and two at Gatten Plantation 
 
Passage birds can occur anywhere in late summer and Wall Farm did particularly 
well with up to three reported throughout Jul and Aug.  A single at ASF on 9 Sep 
was the lasr record for the year. 
 
WHINCHAT   Saxicola rubetra 
Status:   Common summer visitor and passage migrant 
 
Reports were received from just 12 sites, five of these formed part of the larger 
Long Mynd complex and two were from the Stiperstones area.  This species has 
a limited distribution in the county but, even so, countryside access restrictions, 
especially in the southern hills, clearly affected the number of records.  The first 
bird was seen at Wall Farm on 29 Apr, a typical date for this species, but only 
one more record, on 24 Jul, was received from this well-watched site; 
presumably, these birds were on passage, along with a single at Woolston on 
4 May. 
 
At the Long Mynd, a minimum of four pairs were at Ashes Hollow, a family 
party was in Cardingmill Valley and single pairs were at the remaining sites.  At 
the Stiperstones, a family group was near Crowsnest Dingle and juveniles were 
seen at Gatten Plantation.  Whixall Moss is the only regular site in the north of 
the county and a female was observed here on 14 Jul.  A late migrant was at 
Neen Savage on 19 Aug and two were at Clee Hill on 17 Sep. 

 

Common Redstart, Hawkstone Park, June 2001 
Photograph by Alan Heath 
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COMMON STONECHAT   Saxicola torquata 
Status:   Resident and summer visitor 
 
In the first three months, eight wintering birds were found.  Two were at Blake 
Mere on 14 Jan, singles at The Lawley on 20 Jan and Devils Dingle on 17 Feb, a  
pair at Bayston Hill from 2-19 Feb and a male at Neen Savage from 18 Feb was 
joined by a female on 7 Mar. 
 
The next record was of two at Clee Hill on 5 May.  Other May records were of 
singles at Catherton Common on 15th and Long Mynd on 24th.  A pair at Gatten 
Plantation on the 26th was the only Jun report.  Once again, access restrictions 
were no doubt responsible for a paucity of records at this time.  Reports of 
juveniles were received in Jul and Aug from the Stiperstones and the Long 
Mynd, both regular sites, and from Whixall Moss.  
 
During the final three months, a total of 34 birds were located at 13 widely 
scattered sites.  Some were only reported on a single occasion, such as eight at 
Rorrington Hill on 16 Oct.  Others were present for longer periods such as four 
at Bayston Hill from 24 Oct until 4 Dec and up to four at Wall Farm from 17 Oct 
to 28 Dec. 
 
NORTHERN WHEATEAR   Oenanthe oenanthe 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
The first passage birds were seen on 28 Mar when six were at Priorslee Lake and 
two at Hortonwood.  This date is later than would normally be expected, perhaps 
due to access restrictions, and this no doubt is the reason why the overall number 
of records was well down.  Further passage birds were seen in Apr at Woolston, 
Cherrington Moor and Wall Farm. 
 
At traditional sites, 23 were counted at Titterstone Clee on 5 May with ten at the 
same site on 20 Jun.  Single birds and pairs were seen on the Long Mynd and on 
the Stiperstones where two juveniles were also noted. 
 
From mid-Aug, passage birds began to be reported including eight at Wall Farm 
on 20 Aug and singles at Priorslee Lake, Wood Lane and Childs Ercall.  The 
final sighting was of one at Buttery Farm on 7 Oct. 
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RING OUZEL   Turdus torquatus 
Status:   Rare passage migrant and summer visitor 

 
The Long Mynd Breeding Bird Project has been 
studying this species since 1994 and the results of the 
first six years were published in last year’s report when 
the population was thought to stand at ten pairs.  The 
species appeared to decline considerably in Shropshire 
in 2001 with the population estimated at 3 pairs and 
could be as low as one pair and two unpaired males 
present.  Because of Foot and Mouth the opportunity 
for most people to visit likely habitat was severely 
limited and few casual records were received.  
However, it is not thought that these restrictions 

significantly affected the results. 
 
Access to Cardingmill Valley and Light Spout Hollow, the area with most ring 
ouzels in previous years, was opened to the public on 11 May which was early 
enough to find first brood nests.  However, only one pair was located.  Two of the 
three nests built by this pair were predated but a brood of four fledged from the 
final nest.  The female was initially ringed in a nest at the top of Ashes Hollow in 
1996 and was colour-ringed (RRW) last July at a nest just over 300 metres from 
this year’s first and third nests.  The male was caught and colour ringed this year 
(OOW) having been first ringed at a nest above the upper reaches of Callow 
Hollow in 1998.  All four of this years young were colour ringed as nestlings. 
 
Ashes and Callow Hollows remained closed to the public but the Project was 
granted special access from 26 May and two separate territories were found.  
Extremely short bursts of song were heard on some visits, but nothing on others 
and no ring ouzels at all were seen.  It is possible that first broods fledged in the 
area before access was gained, but no evidence was found of successful breeding. 
 
It is thought that predation may be a factor in the population crash.  The species 
of predators are unknown.  However, carrion crows and foxes are seen frequently, 
and they are the most likely, but stoats and weasels are also known to be present.  
In accordance with the Shropshire Biodiversity Action Plan, possible nest 
protection measures are being considered. 
 
There were no reports this year from the Stiperstones and just one other record 
was received.  A male at Titterstone Clee on 22 Oct with redwings which would 
certainly have been a late migrant. 

 
 

THE LONG MYND 
BREEDING BIRD 

PROJECT 
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Please report any sightings of ring ouzels on The Long Mynd to Leo Smith 
immediately, by phone 01384 265504 or e-mail leo@tf125qh.freeserve.co.uk 
 
A full copy of the Long Mynd Breeding Bird Project Ring Ouzel 2001 Report 
can be found on the Society’s website at www.shropshirebirds.com 
 
BLACKBIRD   Turdus merula 
Status:   Common resident 
 
Reported from 55 widespread locations with some observers sending in monthly 
maxima counts from gardens and reserves.  These were mostly in single figures 
with larger flocks occurring in mid winter.  Peak counts were of 24 feeding on 
the ground at Beck’s Field, Shrewsbury on 2 Jan, 26 at Ridgwardine on 6 Jan 
and 20 at Avenue Rd, Newport on 31 Dec. 
 
Breeding was well reported with records from 15 sites, often in gardens.  At 
Shelton, three nests were found, each with three chicks and at Minsterley two 
broods of four were fledged.  Nest predation was noted at Sommerwood but, at 
Condover, three fledglings having survived the hazardous nesting stage, were 
killed by flying into windows. 
 
FIELDFARE   Turdus pilaris 
Status:   Common winter visitor 
 
At Neen Savage, flocks of between 30 and 500 were present throughout Feb 
peaking at 583 on the 6th.  The following day, 500 were feeding on a recently 
manured field at Chesterton.  Flocks of 100 or more were found at 18 other 
locations before the end of Mar.  At Lipley, 150 were still present on 1 Apr and 
50 were at Donnington on 4 Apr.  It seemed as if these were the last birds to 
depart until 53 were sighted at Betton Moss on the 14th.  However, these were 
outdone by eight at Tuckhill on 6 May.  It is unusual to find this species in May 
and these were the first for five years. 
 
The first sighting of the autumn was of a lone bird in a hawthorn at Berriewood 
on 8 Oct.  Several small flocks were seen at other locations over the next few 
days and movements in a south or westerly direction were evident throughout 
the month.  Several flocks of over 100 passed over Berriewood on 17 Oct, 200 
passed Silvington Common on the 21st, 300 passed Tedsmere on the 28th and 
455 flew over Priorslee Lake the following day.  During Nov and Dec, birds 
were widespread.  Three flocks of 200 or more were seen, some feeding in fields 
of winter wheat and there were four further counts in excess of 100. 
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SONG THRUSH   Turdus philomelos 
Status:   Common resident 

 
R e p o r t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
76 widespread locations.  A very 
popular species with observers, 
possibly due to it’s much publicised 
decline.  The majority of records were 
of single birds, followed by pairs.  The 
maximum counts were eleven at 
Tibberton on 9 Apr and ten at Alderton 
on 11 Nov.  April was the best month 

for records, these included singing males and family parties.  From Jul onwards, 
the number of reports dropped considerably reaching a low point in Nov.  
 
Breeding was confirmed at 11 different sites.  Nests containing four and five 
fledglings were noted, as were second broods. 
 
REDWING    Turdus iliacus 
Status:   Common winter visitor 
 
One thousand were at Ridgewardine on 6 Jan, this flock being almost double the 
size of the next largest which was at Neen Savage on 6 Feb.  Other large groups 
included 350 at Attingham Park on 2 Feb, 150 Cleeton St Mary on New Years 
Day, 140 at Much Wenlock on 26 Jan and 100 at Adderley in early Jan.  As Mar 
progressed, numbers declined, but 20 held on at Broome Park until 1 Apr which 
was the final record of the winter. 
 
The first autumn record was of a bird heard calling as it flew over Wellington on 
25 Sep and the only other report for this month came from Neen Savage where 
seven were found on the 28th..  These were the first Sep arrivals since 1994.  A 
few birds were seen early in Oct, but sightings increased markedly from the 
15th, although, flock sizes remained small.  Several small groups flew WSW 
over Priorslee Lake on 29 Oct giving a total of 225, but it was mid-Dec before 
the first flock of 100 was counted at Broseley on the 12th.  This was followed by 
two flocks of 250 at Neen Savage on the 21st and Alveley the following day.  
Despite this, reports in the second winter period averaged only 27 birds, exactly 
half the average recorded early in the year. 

 

Song Thrush 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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MISTLE THRUSH   Turdus viscivorus 
Status:   Common resident 
 
More reports were received in Jan, when birds fed on fallen apples in gardens and 
began to sing and, for less obvious reasons, during Apr, than any other month.  
However, records were received in all months from 68 varied locations.  The 
majority of reports were of between one and three birds.  In late summer, counts 
reached double figures at five sites with 24 at Broome Park on 8 Aug, 18 at Wall 
Farm on 24 Jul and 15 at Tibberton on 14 Sep being the highest. 
 
A report from Waters Upton in Nov referred to a bird sitting on the same tree 
where it nested in spring.  This was the only breeding reference received for this 
species for which An Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Shropshire (1992) estimated 
c5000 pairs! 
 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER   Locustella naevia 
Status:   Summer visitor 
 
Just one record of this secretive and largely crepuscular species.  It involved a 
singing male on private land near Acton Scott on 23 Apr. 
 
This follows seven records last year when comment was made that the species 
seems to be decline within Shropshire, having disappeared from sites where it 
was regularly found.  Fieldwork for the breeding bird atlas indicated a possible 
population of 87 pairs. 
 
SEDGE WARBLER   Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
Of the 69 records, 42 involved single birds, whilst the remainder involved 
between two and ten.  The first to arrive were three birds at Beckmoors on 21 Apr  
 
Peak counts from key sites included four at Priorslee Lake on 10 May, four at VP 
on 16 May, four at Wood Lane on 20 May, two at Maesbury Marsh on 23 May, 
10 at Wall Farm on 25 May, six at Queens Head on 12 Jun, six at Chelmarsh on 
27 Jun and three Monkmoor Pool on 8 Jul.  Only three casual records of single 
birds were received from ASF.  No records of confirmed breeding were received, 
but it is likely to have taken place at all key sites 
 
Records also received from Atcham Bridge, Baggy Moor, Beckmoors, Benthall, 
Bromfield Gravel Pits, Broome Park, Eardington, Hampton Loade, Priorslee 
Flash, Quatford and Tibberton.  The final record was a single at ASF on 2 Sep. 
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REED WARBLER   Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
A localised species within Shropshire which, because of its rather specific habitat 
requirement, is infrequently encountered away from key sites. 
 
The earliest arrival was one at Priorslee Lake on 25 Apr.  Subsequently, a total of 
75 records were received, of which 46 concerned one or two birds, whilst a 
further 28 involved between three and 11.  These counts were however eclipsed 
by a noteworthy 19 counted at ASF on 4 Aug.  Peak counts from other key sites 
included two at VP on 24 and 29 May and 15 Aug, two at Wall Farm on 10 Jun, 
eight at Queens Head on 12 Jun, six at Chelmarsh 27 Jun, four at Monkmoor 
Pool on 8 Jul, nine at Wood Lane on 12 Jul and 11 at Priorslee Lake on 12 Aug.  
The only other records came from Apley Pool, Newport Canal, Sambrook Mill, 
Severn Valley Country Park and Walcot. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Priorslee Lake and Queens Head and can be safely 
assumed to have occurred at other key sites.  The final record was of a single at 
ASF on 9 Sep. 
 
LESSER WHITETHROAT   Sylvia curruca 
Status:  Common summer visitor 
 
An evenly distributed species throughout the county, although generally 
occurring at low densities.  The first record of the year came from Betton Moss 
where one was present on 23 Apr. 
 
All bar three of the 60 records involved only one or two birds, the exceptions 
being four at Alveley, near Bridgnorth on 5 May, three at Tibberton on 1 Aug 
and three at Severn Valley Country Park on 28 Aug.  Recorded as breeding 
successfully at Broome Park and Tibberton. 
 
The final record was a single at ASF on 9 Sep. 
 
COMMON WHITETHROAT   Sylvia communis 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
First recorded at Market Drayton on 28 Apr but, thereafter, widespread within the 
county.  Generally recorded in low single figures, indeed 75 of the records 
received involved between one and four birds. 



85 

Bigger counts included five at Pulleston Common on 5 May, five at Oswestry on 
23 Jun, eight at Hincks on 27 Jun and six at Gatten Plantation on 9 Jul.  Double 
figure counts for this species are unusual; therefore, 12 at Prees Heath on 7 May 
and 16 Preston upon the Weald Moors, coincidentally on the same date, are 
particularly noteworthy.  Breeding was confirmed at Oswestry, Neen Savage, 
Buildwas, Cronkhill Island, Noneley and Whixall Moss. 
 
The final record was of one at ASF on 16 Sep. 
 
GARDEN WARBLER   Sylvia borin 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
Recorded from only 33 widely scattered locations with most records involving 
between one and three birds.   The earliest arrival was a single bird at Longford 
on 18 Apr followed by one at Priorslee Lake on 24 Apr; the majority did not 
arrive until the second week in May. 
 
Large counts included six at Priorslee Lake on 7 May, seven at Hawkstone Park 
on 12 May, six at Priorslee Lake on 9 Jun with four present at the same site on 
12 Aug.  None of the records gave any indication of breeding activity. 
 
The final report for the year was from Severn Valley Country Park on 25 Aug 
when two birds were present. 
 
BLACKCAP   Sylvia atricapilla  
Status:   Common summer visitor and scarce winter visitor 
 
A common and widespread species being recorded in all months throughout the 
year. 
 
During the first winter period, 33 records were received from a total of 19 
scattered locations, many of which were gardens.  Most of these records 
involved single birds, the exceptions being three at Ironbridge on 1 Feb with five 
present at the same site on 12 Feb.  Five were also present at South Hermitage, 
Shrewsbury on 15 Feb decreasing to four by 15 Mar. 
 
There was no discernable interval between winter departures and spring arrivals, 
although the frequency of records increased during the second half of Apr.  
Thereafter, many records were received throughout the summer months from 
locations countywide.  Generally recorded in low single, figures but larger 
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counts included eight at Cockshutt, Telford on 12 Apr, six at Priorslee Lake on 
7 Apr, including five singing males, five at Pulleston Common on 21 Apr and 
five at Monkmoor Pool 8 Jul.  Breeding was confirmed from Brown Clee, 
Hawkstone Park, Haywood, Much Wenlock and Somerwood. 
 
Records during the second winter period included two at Woodlands Park, 
Shrewsbury on 15 Nov, two at Wellington on 7 Dec and three Wellington Road, 
Newport on 31 Dec. Singles were also reported at Bayston Hill, Broseley, 
Ironbridge, Newport, Wellington and Shrewsbury.  As was the case early in the 
year, these winter records invariably concerned birds visiting garden feeding 
stations. 
 
WOOD WARBLER   Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Status:   Summer visitor 
 
Never numerous within the county, with this year’s meagre total of four records 
no doubt partly due to the Foot and Mouth access restrictions.  However, there 
seems little doubt that the species is in serious decline with the county and is no 
longer found at some of its previous haunts. 
 
The first record involved two birds at Whitcliffe on 29 Apr with two reported 
again on 15 May; perhaps this is now the county’s most reliable site.  Elsewhere, 
four were counted on The Wrekin on 11 Jun and, a particularly noteworthy, 10 at 
Bury Ditches on 20 Jul which included adults feeding juveniles.  There were no 
further records after this date. 
 
CHIFFCHAFF   Phylloscopus collybita 
Status:   Common summer visitor, rare in winter 
 
A commonplace and well-recorded species and, whilst there were no records 
reporting breeding activity, it is undoubtedly a prolific breeding species. 
 
The first spring record came from Priorslee Lake on 13 Mar and, thereafter, 
reported from many locations throughout the county.  Most records referred to 
less than 10 birds, but higher counts includes 11 at Smethcote on 1 Apr, 12 at 
Priorslee Lake on 3 Apr and 11 alongside the River Severn between Leighton 
and Buildwas on 1 Sep. 
 
Always scarce in winter, there were just two records which is the same as last 
year.  One was at Highley on 24 Feb during the first winter period and, later in 
the year, one was at Apley Pool, Shawbirch on 8 Nov. 
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WILLOW WARBLER   Phylloscopus trochilus 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
The earliest arrival involved two birds at Priorslee Lake on 28 Mar after which 
regularly reported from scattered localities, generally in low single figures.   
However, peak counts included 13 at Priorslee Lake 11 Apr, 10 at Hawkstone 
Park on 20 May, 12 at Severn Valley Country Park on 25 May, 23 at The 
Wrekin on 11 Jun and 10 at Gatten Plantation on 15 Jul. 
 
The only records to confirm breeding came from Gatten Plantation and Queens 
Head.  The year’s final record came from ASF on 16 Sep when three birds were 
present. 
 
GOLDCREST   Regulus regulus 
Status:   Common resident and winter visitor 

 
This diminutive gem was recorded at many 
locations within the county, with records pretty 
evenly spread throughout the year.  Fifty two 
records involved single birds with a further 24 of 
between two and eight.  The only records to break 
double figures comprised 10 at Whitcliffe on 
13 Jan, 12 at Caer Caradoc on 24 Nov and 15 at 
Twemlows Big Wood on 27 Dec.  Singles visited 
garden feeding stations at Somerwood on 4 Feb 
and Tedsmere on 4 Dec, in each instance the 
chosen fare being peanuts. 
 

The unobtrusive nature of this species no doubt accounts for the complete lack of 
breeding records. 
 
FIRECREST   Regulus ignicapillus 
Status:   Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 
 
One was at Wood Lane on 18 Nov (JM). 
 
This bird associated with goldcrests and the observers were first alerted by the 
call.  Mid-Nov is a typical date for this attractive species.  Firecrest is not annual 
in the county, but has now been recorded three years in a row. 

 

Goldcrest 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Muscicapa striata 
Status:   Common summer visitor 
 
Nationally in decline, and red-listed in the BTO’s Birds of Conservation 
Concern, this species has become rather localised within the county attracting 
50 records from only 34 sites. 
 
Generally one of the last migrants to arrive, the first was noted on the rather 
typical date of 14 May when a single bird was present at Bridgnorth.  The 
majority of records were of one or two birds and most higher counts were later in 
the summer when family parties are often encountered.  Such counts included 
nine at Buildwas on 11 Jul, four at Highley on 14 Jul, six at Harnage on 23 Jul, 
four at Hopton Castle on 24 Jul, four at Bridgnorth 24 Aug, four at Broome Park, 
Neen Savage on 28 Aug and eight Highley on 29 Aug.  Breeding was also 
confirmed at Tibberton. 
 
The final record of the year related to a single bird at Bridgnorth 26 Sep. 
 
PIED FLYCATCHER    Ficedula hypoleuca 
Status:      Common summer visitor 
 
Remains a rather poorly reported species, generating only 17 records from 
12 sites.  First noted at Smethcote where a male was present on 14 Apr and, 
thereafter, noted in ones and twos, on single dates only, at Button Oak, Church 
Stretton, Darnford, Earls Hill, Ercall Woods, Hopton Castle, Lydebrook Dingle, 
Mainstone, the Upper Teme Valley and the Wrekin. 
 
At Hawkstone Park in the north of the county, the first record involved four 
singing males 28 Apr.  Subsequently, 22 pairs bred in nest-boxes and 
successfully fledged 99 young, all of which were ringed.  Breeding was also 
confirmed at Church Stretton, where a pair utilised a nest-box in the grounds of 
the Long Mynd Hotel, and on the Wrekin where a pair used a natural site. 
 
Most had departed before the end of Jun, therefore a male at Hopton Castle 
24  Jul and a pair still present at Darnford on 3 Aug are worthy of note. 
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LONG-TAILED TIT   Aegithalos caudatus 
Status:   Common resident 
 
A common species throughout the county and very popular with recorders.  The 
largest counts, not surprisingly, came from the post-breeding and winter periods 
when 48 double figure counts were noted.  The highest of these was an 
incredible count of over 100 at Sowdley Wood, Clun on 15 Jan.  Also notable 
were counts of 37 at Cole Mere on 7 Jan and 44 on the Wrekin on 15 Dec. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Shrewsbury, Bury Ditches, Kemberton, Much 
Wenlock, Queens Head, Somerwood and Tedsmere.  Being an early breeder, this 
species occasionally falls foul of adverse weather as at Kemberton where a nest 
was washed away by heavy rain on 18 Apr.  At Much Wenlock, a pair which, 
following a snow fall, suspended construction of a nest on 21 Mar, resumed 
building on 29 Mar and finally completed the task on 3 Apr! 
 
A large number of records concerned birds visiting garden feeding stations 
where the largest count was 16 at Woolstaston on 6 Jan.  A quite bizarre record 
was of seven birds in the roof garden at Matheson House, Telford Town Centre 
on 13 Aug. 
 
MARSH TIT   Parus palustris 
Status:   Common resident 

 
A poor year for this species generating 
only 73 records from a total of 28 sites.  
As expected, most records involved only 
one or two birds, but larger counts 
included four at Hopton Hill on 4 Jan, four 
at Lodge Hill on 6 Jan, six at Shavington 
Big Pool on 6 Jan, eight at Cole Mere on 
8 Jan, five at the Wrekin on 13 Oct and 
three at Coalport on 2 Nov. 
 
Recorded in all months although no 
records indicated breeding activity.  
Several records referred to birds visiting 
feeding stations. 

 

 

Marsh Tit 
Illustration by Geoff Hall 
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WILLOW TIT   Parus montanus 
Status:   Locally common resident 
 
Although traditionally much scarcer in Shropshire than marsh tit, this year it 
attracted nearly as many records, being seen at 27 sites which is just one less.  
Separation of the two species is tricky for beginners and often remains a 
challenge for the more experienced!  The two are rarely seen together and have 
slightly different habitat preferences.  Only at Brown Moss, Chelmarsh, 
Coalport, Cole Mere, Haughmond Hill and Whitcliffe were both species seen. 
 
In common with marsh tit, generally reported in ones and twos, with only eight 
counts exceeding this. These included three at Haughmond Hill on 6 Jan, four at 
Whitcliffe on 13 Jan and three at the Stiperstones on 13 Feb.  Severn Valley 
Country Park is one of the most reliable sites in Shropshire for this species with 
birds noted throughout the year, peaking at six on 9 Jun.  Breeding was 
confirmed at Haughmond Hill, Priorslee Flash and the Whitcliffe. 
 
Birds took advantage of garden feeding stations at Newport and Betton Moss. 
 
COAL TIT   Parus ater 
Status:   Common resident 
 
A common and widespread species, frequently recorded in single figures.  The 
only double figure counts were 12 at Haughmond Hill on 6 Jan, 20 at the same 
site on 19 Jan, 10 at Darnford on 3 Aug, 10 at the Stiperstones on 11 Sep and 
and 15 at Buttery Farm on 7 Oct.  A large number of records involved garden 
visitors and eight individuals were ringed in an Adderley garden on 25 Nov. 
 
The only records to confirm breeding came from Condover, Darnford, Holmer 
Lake, Kemberton, Shrewsbury and Tedsmere. 
 
BLUE TIT   Parus caeruleus 
Status:   Common resident 
 
This ubiquitous species remains ever popular with recorders.  There were 
27 double figure counts including 20 at VP on 8 Jan, 23 in Shrewsbury on 
15 Jan, 20 at Nescliffe on 21 Feb, 30 at Callow Quarry on 2 Apr and 20 at 
Callow Hollow on 22 Aug.  Fifty were ringed in an Adderley garden on 17 Feb 
with a further 63 ringed at the same site on 25 Nov.  A prolific breeder. 
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GREAT TIT    Parus major 
Status:   Common resident 

 
As with the previous species, very popular 
with recorders.  There were 13 double figure 
counts and noteworthy amongst these were 
32 at Hawkstone Park on 31 Mar, 12 at 
Callow Quarry on 2 Apr and 16 at VP on 
22 Jun.  Thirteen were ringed at Adderley on 
17 Feb with a further 33 ringed on 25 Nov. 
 
Confirmed as breeding at just ten widely 
scattered locations, but is no doubt a 
common breeding bird throughout the 
county 

 
WOOD NUTHATCH   Sitta europaea 
Status: Common resident 
 
A widespread resident, although generally occurring at low densities with the 
majority of records referring to one or two birds.  Higher counts included three at 
Rectory Wood, Church Stretton on 8 Jan, eight at Whitcliffe on 13 Jan, three at 
Cole Mere on 2 Feb, four at Neen Savage on 25 Apr, three at Exfords Green on 
18 Jun and three at Chetwynd Park on 28 Oct. 
 
The records showed an even spread throughout the year and many involved 
garden visitors.  One such bird at Somerwood on 13 Oct was only the second 
record at this site in 16 years.  At Shelton, the plastering up of the entrance to an 
open fronted nest box was subsequently rewarded by the successful rearing of a 
brood. 
 
TREECREEPER   Certhia familiaris 
Status: Common resident 
 
A widespread and common breeding bird, but generally at low densities like the 
nuthatch with which it shares similar woodland habitats.  However, confirmation 
of breeding was poorly recorded with the only reports coming from Bridgnorth 
and Hawkstone Park. 

 

Great Tit 
Illustration by Geoff Hall 
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Of the 74 records received, the vast majority were of one or two birds.  The only 
counts to exceed this being four at Cole Mere on 8 Jan, three at Whitcliffe on 
13 Jan, six at Bridgnorth on 26 May and five at Hawkstone Park on 27 May. 
 
GREAT GREY SHRIKE   Lanius excubitor 
Status: Rare winter visitor 

 
One was at Much Wenlock on 6 Nov (JS) 
but, despite an extensive search, it could not 
be relocated next day. 
 
Keeping up the recent good run, this was the 
fourth year running the species had been 
found following a similar period of four 
years prior to that with no records at all.  It 
does not, however, compare with last year 
when at least five were seen. 
 
 

EURASIAN JAY   Garrulus glandarius 
Status: Common resident 
 
This handsome corvid appears to be rather sparsely, although widely, distributed 
within the county; perhaps its shyness contributes to this impression.  Invariably 
recorded in low single figures with the peak counts being four at Somerwood on 
30 Mar, five at Ironbridge on 12 Jul and four at Wood Lane on 22 Jul. 
 
One was observed robbing the nest of an unspecified species at Woodlands Park, 
Shrewsbury on 15 May and, whilst nest predation is well documented behaviour, 
this constitutes the only reported incident. 
 
Two pairs were confirmed as breeding at Ironbridge. 
 
MAGPIE   Pica pica 
Status: Common resident 
 
Despite its villainous reputation, magpie remains ever popular with recorders.  In 
addition to the many single figure counts, a further 18 counts entered double 
figures.  Noteworthy amongst these were 18 at Dothill on 15 Jan, 17 at 
Woodlands Park, Shrewsbury on 15 Apr and 26 at Priorslee Lake on 12 Dec 
where double-figure counts were frequent. 

 

Great Grey Shrike 
Illustration by Jack Sankey 
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Breeding behaviour was poorly recorded being confirmed only at Crickmerry, 
Leebotwood, Shrewsbury and VP. 
 
The only instance of predatory behaviour noted involved a bird killing a 
chaffinch on the ground at the VP feeding station 30 Apr.  It was promptly 
mobbed by a group of around ten small birds, whereupon it flew off with its prey 
closely followed by the extremely noisy small birds! 
 
EURASIAN JACKDAW   Corvus monedula 
Status: Common resident 
 
Surprisingly, reported from only 40 sites with a majority of records involving 
single figure counts.  Maximum site counts included 100 at Hawkstone Park on 
17 Feb, 140 at Ellerton on 7 Apr, 140 at Edgmond on 18 Jul, 170 at Broome 
Park, Neen Savage on 5 Aug and 463 at Priorslee Lake 29 Oct. 
 
Breeding activity was noted at Condover, Harnage, Shelton and Tedsmere, 
although, as with many of the commoner species, breeding activity was poorly 
recorded by observers. 
 
ROOK   Corvus frugilegus 
Status: Common resident 
 
Reported from only 38 localities with the large majority of records coming from 
central and northern regions of the county. 
 
Three figure counts were received from 41 sites and, notable amongst these, were 
720 at Tedsmere on 18 Jan, 400 at Hawkstone Park on 14 Apr and 300 at 
Cosford Airfield 19 Aug.  Monthly maxima counts were made at Priorslee Lake 
peaking at 213 on 3 Oct and at a Much Wenlock garden peaking at an impressive 
2000 on 15 Aug and again on 15 Sep. 
 
Active rookeries were noted at Adderley (16 nests), Broome Park, Neen Savage 
(2 nests), Caynham (28 nests), Cleobury North (19 nests), Haughmond Hill (not 
counted), Hopton Wafers (two rookeries, 39 and 23 nests), Onibury (two 
rookeries, 33 and 30 nests), Oreton (18 nests), Strefford Wood (8 nests), 
Weeping Cross, Shrewsbury (60 nests) and Wellington (10 nests). 
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CARRION CROW   Corvus corone 
Status: Common resident 
 
Showed a similar distribution to the previous species, although, being less 
gregarious, flock sizes were predictably smaller.  Of the 123 records received, 
79 involved single figure counts whilst a further 38 involved counts of between 
10 and 50.  Larger counts included 100 at Wood Lane on 23 Sep, 96 at Newport 
on 4 Oct and 80 at Monkmoor Pool 11 Nov.  Breeding behaviour was poorly 
reported and only confirmed at Wistanswick and a number of sites in 
Shrewsbury. 
 
Whilst having a reputation for predation of other birds eggs and chicks, a record 
of one which carried off a female blackbird in a Condover garden on 25 Jun is 
quite unusual.  Fortunately, however, it appears the blackbird escaped and 
returned minus her back feathers and continued to feed her three young!  It is 
interesting to speculate if this was perhaps a spontaneous attack by the carrion 
crow following an attempt at nest predation. 
 
COMMON RAVEN   Corvus corax 
Status: Uncommon resident 

 
Extremely popular with recorders, 
the hoarse ‘cronking’ call of the 
raven is now a commonplace and 
familiar sound over much of 
Shropshire.  Although occurring at 
greater densities in the uplands of the 
south-west of the county, a 
significant percentage of records are 
now received from the lowland 
regions of the north-east where 
consolidation continues apace, with 
birds complementing re-colonisation 
and range expansion in neighbouring 

counties, including Cheshire, Staffordshire and the Derbyshire Peak District.  
At least two birds colour ringed as nestlings in Shropshire, are known to have 
entered the breeding population in the latter region. 
 
The work of the Shropshire Raven Study Group was severely hampered by the 
Foot and Mouth restrictions.  Access was prohibited to all but a handful of nests 
in Forest Enterprise plantations. 

 

Raven, Hawkstone Park, May 2001 
Photograph by Alan Heath 
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Efforts were made late in the breeding season in some parts of the county to 
ascertain if previously-used nest sites, that could be seen from the nearest road, 
were occupied, and, if so, if the birds were colour-ringed.  As a result, 
45 breeding pairs were located.  However, it was forbidden to visit the nest site 
itself, so it was not possible to tell if apparently unoccupied sites were in fact 
occupied.  Adults may have been incubating a late nest, or away feeding, or 
sitting quietly out of sight.  Some nests may have been moved to a new location 
nearby, or may have failed earlier.  In all these cases breeding pairs would have 
been overlooked.  Many sites could not be seen at all. 
 
Three new sites were located, one in a Forestry Commission wood, one close to 
a road on the western side of The Long Mynd, and one in the lowlands very 
close to the Staffordshire border.  These latter two sites had definitely not been 
occupied in any previous year of the study.  The site near The Long Mynd was 
only 850 metres from another occupied site and at least three young were 
fledged.  Finding new sites suggests that the breeding population continued to 
increase in 2001.  The county total is now likely to be above 200 pairs. 
 
Of the birds seen well enough to be sure, ten were seen to have colour-rings 
whilst fifty-five had not.  Of the 10, three with white rings had fledged in 1994, 
two with blue rings in 1995, four with red rings in 1996 and one with a lime 
green ring in 1997.  However, because of access difficulties just one ring was 
read.  This individual, a male Red AL, had been found at the same site near 
Bucknell in 2000.  It fledged in 1996 from a nest only 2.6 kilometres away.  Its 
natal nest was in a Scots Pine tree, its 2000 nest was in a Douglas Fir, and it used 
the same nest in 2001.  A brood of five was ringed. 
 
After the breeding season, there were some good counts submitted.  These 
included 20 on the Long Mynd on 4 Aug, 20 on the Brown Clee on 16 Aug, 10 
on the Stiperstones on 25 Aug, an impressive 35 at Bilbatch on 25 Aug, 10 at 
Whitcliffe Wood on 27 Aug and 21 on the Lawley on 15 Sep.  It is interesting to 
note that all these observation were during a short period of time and one can 
only speculate if there is any significance to this. 
 

The Group needs new members, particularly to 
locate new nests and monitor known nests.  
Any offers of help with the fieldwork, records 
of new sites, or records of colour-ringed birds, 
should be sent to Leo Smith, telephone 01384 
265504 or email leo@tf125qh.freeserve.co.uk, 
as soon as possible. 
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COMMON STARLING   Sturnus vulgaris 
Status: Common resident 
 
BTO figures suggest a decline of around 70% for this familiar species during 
the past 30 years and recent trends within our county appear to reflect this with 
records being received from only 43 scattered locations. 
 
Thirty one records involved single figure counts, a further 56 involved double 
figure counts whilst 35 counts into treble figures were reported.  Notable 
amongst these were 400 at Crose Mere on 16 Feb, 400 at Broome Park, Neen 
Savage on 1 Mar, 400 at Wood Lane on 15 Oct and 500 at Prees Heath on 
16  Nov.  The only larger flocks involved roost counts of 1500 in each instance 
at Noneley on 14 Feb, Bridges on 11 Mar and Pulverbatch on 11 Apr. 
 
The only records of confirmed breeding came from Shrewsbury and Tedsmere. 
 
HOUSE SPARROW   Passer domesticus 
Status: Common resident 
 
Another of our common species which, depressingly, is in serious decline and 
casual comments suggest that it is absent from many gardens where it was once 
commonplace.  A total of 129 records was received from a meagre 38 sites. 
 
Higher counts included 40 at Adderley on 11 Feb, 30 at Oswestry on 10 Sep, 
40 at Adeney on 14 Sep, 30 at Berrington on 5 Oct and 30 at Broome Park, 
Neen Savage on 15 Oct.  An impressive flock of 175 which was noted at 
Ridgwardine on 6 Jan was the only count to break treble figures. 
 
Noted as breeding at Edgmond Marsh, Leebotwood, Oswestry, Tedsmere and 
Woolston, Nr. Wistanstow. 
 
TREE SPARROW   Passer montanus 
Status: Common resident 
 
Despite a well publicised national decline, this species appears to thrive in 
localised populations throughout the county, with the greater densities occurring 
in the central and northern regions.  Very popular with recorders, 192 records 
were received compared to 129 for the previous species.  Records came from a 
total of 66 sites. 
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Peak counts from selected sites included 25 at VP 6 Jan, 45 at Adderley on 
11 Feb, 43 at New House on 4 Aug, 45 at Adderley on 10 Dec, 30 along the 
River Severn between Hampton Loade and Highley on 26 & 28 Dec and 28 at 
Tedsmere on 29 Dec.  Many records involved birds visiting garden feeding 
stations, with one observer at Newport recording his first garden visitors for 
15 years when two were present on 14 Oct. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Cherrington, Condover, Edgmond, Leebotwood, 
Neen Savage, Oswestry, Tedsmere, Tibberton, VP, Wood Lane and Woolston. 
In most instances, pairs used nest boxes which this species takes to readily.  Less 
usual was the discovery of a colony of around eight pairs nesting under the eaves 
of an isolated house at Edgmond. 
 
CHAFFINCH  Fringilla coelebs 
Status: Common resident 
 
A very common and familiar species.  Three figure counts included 200 at 
Market Drayton on 13 Jan, 100 at Hawkstone Park on 20 Jan, 100 at Somerwood 
on 23 Jan, 200 at Woodseaves on 27 Jan, 100 at Brown Moss on 28 Jan, 100 at 
Woolston on 10 Nov and 100 at Prees Heath on 31 Dec.  It is interesting to note 
that five out of the seven largest flocks were recorded during the month of Jan. 
 
All records during the summer months, without exception, referred to single 
figure counts.  Breeding behaviour was poorly reported and was confirmed only 
at Harnage, Leebotwood and Tedsmere. 
 
BRAMBLING   Fringilla montifringilla 
Status: Winter visitor 
 
A very poor year for this sporadic winter visitor.  The only records during the 
first winter period involved a female present at the VP feeding station on 
28-29 Jan, two associating with chaffinches on the Stiperstones on 13 Feb and 
one at Madeley on 26–27 Mar.  These records followed on from the second 
winter period in 2000 when just one report was received, making the whole 
2000/2001 winter particularly poor. 
 
During the second winter period a total of 14 records was received from ten 
widely scattered locations.  All records were of low single figure counts.  Peak 
site counts were one at ASF on 21 Oct, one at Lyneal on 25 Oct, five at Higher 
Heath on 13 Nov, two visiting a Newport garden daily from 28 Nov–15 Dec, one 
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at Chetwynd Heath on 28 Nov, three at Bowhill Dingle on 23 Dec, five at Butter 
Cross on 24 Dec, four at Roddington on 30 Dec, two at Prees Heath on 30 Dec 
and two at Oswestry on 31 Dec. 
 
GREENFINCH   Carduelis chloris 
Status: Common resident 
 
A common and well-recorded species.  In addition to the many single figure 
counts, 58 counts into double figures were made.  Most notable amongst these 
were 60 at Market Drayton on 13 Jan, 60 at Adderley on 11 Feb, 54 at Meeson 
on 19 Feb, 80 at Kingslow on 25 Oct, 57 at Wood Lane on 10 Nov and 
78 present at the same site 1 Dec.  The only treble figure count involved a flock 
of 150 at Bolas Heath on 20 Feb. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at Oswestry, Harnage, Leebotwood, Sych Farm and 
Tedsmere. 
 
One which was picked up moribund in a Newport garden on 16 May had been 
ringed at another site in Newport on 22 September 1995.  Unfortunately, after 
surviving 2033 days, it died having moved a mere one kilometre! 
 
GOLDFINCH   Carduelis carduelis 
Status: Common resident 
 
It is no great surprise that this delightful finch remains so popular with observers, 
generating a total of 212 records.  Whilst the large majority of records involved 
single figure counts, an additional 55 counts into double figures were recorded 
with 20 of these records involving 30 or more birds.  Most notable amongst these 
were 80 at Shrewsbury Sewage Farm on 19 Sep, 60 along the River Severn 
between Leighton and Buildwas on 6 Oct, 60 at Tibberton Moor on 9 Dec and 
70 at Broome Park, Neen Savage 30 Dec. 
 
The records suggest a reasonably even distribution throughout the county, but 
breeding was poorly reported with the only confirmation coming from Condover, 
Harnage, Oswestry, Somerwood and Tedsmere.  Many records involved birds 
visiting garden feeding stations and 15 were ringed at one such site in Adderley 
on 17 Feb. 



99 

SISKIN   Carduelis spinus 
Status: Common winter visitor and uncommon resident 
 
The number of records received was well down on those for 2000, although the 
usual pattern of records prevailed, with the majority of records coming from the 
first winter period.  In fact, a total of 62 records came from the period Jan–Apr 
compared with 37 for the period Aug–Dec. 
 
Notable double figure counts included 55 at Ridgewardine on 6 Jan, 40 at 
Whitcliffe on 6 Jan, 80 at Haughmond Hill on 6 Jan, 80 at Lodge Hill on 18 Feb 
and 40 at Chelmarsh  on 24 Dec.  Two counts broke treble figures and involved 
180 at Lodge Hill on 6 Jan and 100 at Haughmond Hill on 7 Jan.  It is quite 
incredible to note that four out of the seven highest counts of the year all 
occurred on the same day! 
 
The only records from the summer months involved two at Beck’s Field, 
Shrewsbury on 15 May, four at Brown Clee on 24 Jul and two at Buildwas on 
29 Jul, although there was no evidence of breeding. 
 
LINNET   Carduelis cannabina 
Status: Common resident 
 
This BTO red listed species appears to be enjoying good fortunes within the 
county despite the well documented national decline. However, despite many 
summer records breeding was only confirmed at Beckmoors, Bridgwalton, 
Hincks and Mainstone. 
 
 Most large flocks were found on agricultural land and most frequently on 
stubble fields or set-aside.  Only occasionally did they associate with other finch 
species.  Peak site counts included 120 at Cherrington on 14 Oct, 500 at Prees 
Heath on 21 Oct, 200 at Chelmarsh on 30 Oct, 190 at Walton on 12 Nov, 157 at 
Wall Farm on 13 Nov, 150 along the River Severn between Hampton Loade and 
Highley on 22 Dec, 120 at Butter Cross on 28 Dec and 180 at Neen Savage on 
30 Dec. 
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LESSER REDPOLL   Carduelis cabaret 
Status: Common winter visitor and rare breeding resident 
 
A surprisingly scarce species within the county generating only 60 records from 
a total of 33 scattered locations.  It shows a distinct bias towards the central and 
northern regions of the county.  No records were received from the period 
May-Aug. 
 
The higher counts included 15 at Chesterton Golf Course on 14 Feb, 10 at  
Chelmarsh on 14 Feb, 25 at Telford Town Park on 13 Mar, 25 at Silvington 
Common on 21 Oct, 30 at Higher Heath on 27 Oct, 25 at Whixall Moss on 
27 Oct, 10 at Devils Dingle on 27 Oct, 70 at Whixall Moss on 3 Nov, 12 at 
Wood Lane on 17 Nov and 15 at Twemlows Big Wood 27 Dec. 
 
COMMON CROSSBILL   Loxia curvirostra 
Status: Irregular resident and winter visitor 
 
A pretty average year for this species, which remains scarce within the county 
and is only ever numerous during sporadic irruption years.  Only 12 records were 
received involving a cumulative total of no more than 37 birds. 
 
Four were seen at Bury Ditches on 6 Jan, six at Sowdley Wood on 18 Feb with 
another six here on 22 Aug, three at Cwm on 18 Feb with one still present on 
25 Feb, three at Brown Clee on 15 May, six at Mainstone on 22 Jun, two at 
Hawkstone Park on 24 Jun, two at Bury Ditches on 24 Jul and four at Brook 
Vessons Nature Reserve on 11 Aug. 
 
BULLFINCH   Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Status: Common resident 
 
Extremely popular with observers, being regularly recorded throughout the year, 
but generally in low single figures.  The records suggest an even distribution 
throughout the county, but breeding was only confirmed at Haughmond Hill, 
Ironbridge, Knowle Sands, Neen Savage, Shrewsbury and Tedsmere. 
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The only records to enter double 
figures involved ten feeding on 
guelder Rose at Wellington 27 Jan 
and 11 at Dothill 31  Jan.  Now 
becoming established as a visitor to 
garden feeding stations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
HAWFINCH   Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Status: Scarce resident 
 
The early winter period saw a welcome return to form for Whitcliffe, Ludlow 
for this secretive finch which continues to maintain a precarious toe-hold here.  
This site offers the only realistic opportunity to observe this species in the 
county. 
 
Five birds had been reported in late Dec 2000 (AL) and this count increased to a 
maximum of 10 on 5-6 Jan.  The species was then reported regularly up to 
20 Feb when the final report was of eight birds.  It was, therefore, disappointing 
that no records were received for the second winter period and it remains a 
mystery as to where these birds disperse during the spring and summer. 
 
Elsewhere, a male graced a Somerwood garden on 4 Mar (AWS).  As if this was 
not exciting enough, a female visited the bird table in the same garden on 
16-18 Apr and again on 23-24 Apr when it was noted as being very aggressive 
to other species.  What would other observers give to be so blessed! 

 
 

Bullfinch 
Illustration by Jack Sankey 
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YELLOWHAMMER   Emberiza citrinella 
Status: Common resident 
 
Well distributed within the county and popular with observers.  However, the 
large number of records may have been the result of observers’ awareness of the 
plight of farmland birds and the importance of submitting records of such 
species, rather than a general abundance of birds.  The only records of confirmed 
breeding came from Harnage and Tedsmere, although the large number of 
summer records suggest a healthy breeding population. 
 
Forty three double figure counts were received, including 47 on Preston upon the 
Weald Moors on 23 Jul, 45 at Aston on 22 Sep and 55 at Tedsmere on 26 Dec 
with 68 present at the same site on 29 Dec.  Most of the larger counts were 
associated with agricultural stubbles. 
 
A pair visited a garden feeding station at Somerwood on 15 Apr. 
 
REED BUNTING   Emberiza schoeniclus 
Status: Common resident 
 
A relatively scarce and localised species within the county which was recorded at  
40 sites although breeding was only confirmed at Queens Head and Tibberton.  
The records showed a bias to the east and north of the county which reflects the 
fieldwork for An Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Shropshire (1992) when the 
population was estimated at 280 pairs. 
 
Double figure counts included 11 at Adeney on 1 Jan, 20 at Spoonley, near 
Market Drayton on 16 Jan, 14 at Pitchford on 18 Jan, 15 at Adeney on 20 Jan and 
20 at Whixall Moss on 4 Aug with a count of 30 at the same site 27 Oct. 
 
Several observers reported birds visiting garden feeding stations, including an 
unusual record from Newport of up to three birds feeding on fat balls throughout 
the daylight hours of 21 Mar.  With comings and goings, the observer thought 
that as many as ten times that number may have been involved. 
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CORN BUNTING   Miliaria calandra 
Status: Common, but localised resident 

 
Very much a localised species within the county.  
Its decline is giving grave concern nationally and 
this may well be mirrored locally.  A difficult spe-
cies to confirm as successfully breeding and, al-
though no positive confirmation was received, ter-
ritorial singing males were noted at Catstree, New 
House, Newport, Noneley, Shawbirch and Tibber-
ton. 
 
A superb record was received of 50 on overhead 
cables over a stubble field at Kingslow 16 Jan.  
Thirty were still present here on 8 Mar and 14 were 
seen later in the year on 25 Oct.  Other counts 
included 14 at Meeson on 25 Mar, 22 at Tibberton 

Moor on 24 May and 16 at Tibberton on 4 Nov. 

 

Corn Bunting 
Illustration by Glen Bishton 
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ESCAPES AND RELEASES 
 
BLACK SWAN   Cygnus atratus 
 
Single birds were present at Cole Mere on 12 Jan, The Mere, Ellesmere 
16 Sep-4 Nov and two were at VP on 19-20 Feb.  Breeding was confirmed at 
Ollerton. 
 
SNOW GOOSE   Anser caerulescens 
 
A single feral bird was present at Wood Lane on 2 Sep. 
 
BAR-HEADED GOOSE   Anser indicus 
 
A single was seen at VP in most months with three on 20 Oct.  A single was 
at Monkmoor Pool on 2 Dec. 
 
RUDDY SHELDUCK   Tadorna  ferruginea 
 
Singles were at Chetwynd Park on 17 Jun and Wood Lane on 29 Nov. 
 
WOOD DUCK   Aix sponsa 
 
A pair were at Middle Pool, Trench in Jan, Apr, May and Jul. 
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LIST OF OBSERVERS 

Many thanks to all these observers without whose continued support there would 
be no County Bird Report and apologies to anyone I have missed – Ed 

Mrs A Andrews 
Mrs JS Armstrong 
Mr J Baker 
Mr D Barnes 
Mr RN Barratt 
Mr D Barrow 
Mr K Bates 
Maj IA Beddows 
Mrs M Bell 
Mr P Bell 
Dr J Bent 
Mr EG Birch 
Mr GC Bird 
Mr G Bishton 
Mr D Blanning 
Mr HJ Blofield 
Mr P Boardman 
Mrs C Boyes 
Mr S Boyes 
Mr IAR Brown 
Mr DL Buckingham 
Mrs BE Burns 
Mr A Butter 
Mr R Camp 
Mr G Cole 
Mr RA Corfield 
Mr AP Dawes 
Mr PG Deans 
Mrs S Dobson 
Mr R Dodwell 
Mr N Eden 

Mr TW Edwards 
Mr V Evans 
Mrs L Evans 
Mrs B Falconbridge 
Mrs J Finney 
Mr D Freeth 
Mr RP Fussell 
Mr AW Gaunt 
Mr M George 
Mrs G Glover 
Mr A Gouldstone 
Mr MG Grant 
Mrs L Greenall 
Mr FC Gribble 
Mr C Griffin 
Miss HJ Griffiths 
Mr G Hall 
Mr R Hansford 
Mr J Harding 
Mr J Hawkins 
Mr S Haycox 
Mr A Heath 
Mr T Hextell 
Mr AR Holder 
Mr BW Holford 
Mr GE Holmes 
Mr B Holt 
Mr J Isherwood 
Mr S Jaggs 
Mrs J Jennings 
Mrs A Jones 

Mrs M Jones 
Mr N Jones 
Mr P Jordan 
Mr A Latham 
Mr M Mainwaring 
Mr W Marler 
Mr BG Martin 
Mr J Martin 
Mr JP Martin 
Dr JL Mason 
Mr PG Mason 
Mr DG May 
Mr J Morris 
Mr & Mrs S Murry 
Mr P Nickless 
Mr M Owen 
Mrs N Pacult 
Mr PE Parton 
Mr S Phipps 
Mr J Porter 
Mr B Powis 
Mr HM Prince 
Mr KT Pryce 
Ms R Rees 
Mr J Sankey 
Mr AR Seagrave 
Mr AW Smith 
Mr GR Smith 
Mr L Smith 
Mrs M Smith 
Mr J Speake 

Mrs A Stanley 
Mr EB Stanley 
Mrs D Stevens 
Mr RM Stokes 
Mr R Swindells 
Mrs S Swindells 
Mr A Tanner 
Mr D Tarry 
Mr G Taylor 
Mr G Thomas 
Mr JA Thompson 
Mr R Tromans 
Mr JJ Tucker 
Mrs L Tucker 
Mr J Turner 
Mrs V Turrells 
Mr A Walker 
Mr GJ Walker 
Mr M Wallace 
Mr WR Watkins 
Mr TC Weale 
Mr K Webb 
Rev WJ Webb 
Mr J Wells 
Mr EJ Wilson 
Mr J Wingfield 
Mrs D Wood 
Mr GE Young 
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FIELD TRIPS AND MEETINGS 

Main Society Field Trips and Meetings 2001: 
 
11 January “Birding Down Under”  John Hornbuckle 
21 January Whitcliffe 
01 February “Raptorphilia”   Keith Offord 
01 March “Rough/Ruff passage”  John Wyatt 
05 April  AGM and social evening 
16 September Allscott Sugar Beet Factory 
04 October “New Migration Atlas”  Graham Appleton 
01 November “Wildfowl”   Roy Croucher 
17 November Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve 
15 December Cole Mere and Wood Lane 
06 December “Tunnicliffe’s Anglesey”  Paul Rodgers 
 
Ludlow and Stretton Branch Meetings: 
 
22 January “Memories of Scotland”  Jack Sankey Stretton 
22 February AGM and video show    Ludlow 
26 February “Ravens in Shropshire”  Leo Smith Stretton 
26 March “Finland - North with the spring” Brayton Holt Stretton 
18 October “Birds of the Long Mynd”  Leo Smith Ludlow 
22 October “Cevennes and the Camargue” Ifor Evans Stretton 
26 November “Choughs”   Tony Cross Stretton 
 
Ludlow Branch Field Trips: 
 

20 Jan Slimbridge 
14 Feb Chelmarsh 
16 May Wyre Forest 
10 Jun Venus Pool 
20 Jun Wellington and Bodenham 
18 Jul Upton Warren 
28 Jul The Stiperstones 

11 Aug Mortimer Forest 
09 Sep Allscott Sugar Factory 
26 Sep Upton Warren 
10 Oct Venus Pool 
03 Nov Conway 
12 Dec Bodenham and Wellington 

Note:  In the early part of the year, it was necessary to cancel some Society and 
Ludlow Branch field trips due to Foot and Mouth restrictions. 
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For the period April 2001 - March 2002 
 
President:  Mr F C Gribble MBE, 22 Rickerscote Avenue 
   Rickerscote, Stafford ST17 4EZ  Tel 01785 254166  
 
Vice Presidents:  Mr H J Blofield, Mr C E Wright and Mrs M Donoghue 
 
Officers: 
 
Chairman  Mr P G Deans, Springfield, Cross Lane Head,  
   Bridgnorth WV16 4SJ  Tel 01746 766718 
 
Hon. Secretary  Mr J Turner, 1 Brookside Gardens, Yockleton, 
   Shrewsbury SY5 9PR  Tel. 01743 821678 
 
Hon. Treasurer  Mr B Andrews, 6 Sytche Close, Much Wenlock 
   TF13 6JJ  Tel 01952 727531 
 
Management Committee: 
 
Chair Conservation Sub-committee – Mr G J Walker 
 
Chair Publicity Sub-committee – Mrs C Travis 
 
County Bird Recorder and Bird Report Editor – Mr G E Holmes 
 
Excursion Co-ordinator – Mr A Latham 
 
Bulletin Editor – Mr M George 
 
Other Elected Members – Mr G Smith, Mr N J Eden, Mr A W Smith 
 
Non elected members Mrs A Andrews (Membership Secretary) 
   Mr C Bell (Ludlow Branch Representative)  
   Miss M A B McVey (Church Stretton Branch Rep) 

 
OFFICERS & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
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  Records should be submitted to: 
 
  The County Bird Recorder 
 
  Geoff Holmes 
  22 Tenbury Drive 
  Telford Estate 
  Shrewsbury 
  SY2 5YF 
 
  Tel:  01743 364621 
  E-mail:  geoff.holmes4@btopenworld.com 
 
• Records are welcome however they are sent in but it greatly aids data input 

if the standard record cards are used.  Records cards can be obtained from 
the Recorder and are usually available at indoor meetings. 

 
• If standard cards are not used observers should ensure that the following 

minimum information is provided: the species, the site, the date of 
observation and the number of birds. 

 
• E-mail records are welcome but those submitting large numbers are asked, 

wherever possible, to use MS Excel and send them as an attachment. 
 
• Observers are asked to submit their records on a regular basis throughout 

the year.  This is essential if the bird notes in the bulletins are to be up to 
date and interesting.  It also helps spread out data input and reduces the 
end of year rush. 

 
• A description will be required for national or county rarities (see opposite).  

Rarity forms are available from the Recorder. 

 
RECORD SUBMISSION 
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RECORDS REQUIRING A DESCRIPTION 

Records of the following  require supportive descriptions and must be accepted 
by the Records Committee before they are published in the Annual Report: 
 
• National rarities (which are forwarded to BBRC) 
• Unusual races of species (except white wagtail in spring) 
• Out of season migrants 
• County rarities including the following more frequently encountered 

species  (If in doubt please contact the County Recorder): 

Short-eared Owl 
European Nightjar 
Hoopoe 
Wryneck 
Wood Lark 
Rock Pipit 
Water Pipit 
Nightingale 
Bluethroat 
Black Redstart 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Firecrest 
Bearded Tit 
Great Grey Shrike 
Twite 
Common (Mealy) Redpoll 
Snow Bunting 

Marsh Harrier 
Hen Harrier 
Spotted Crake 
Corncrake 
Grey Plover 
Red Knot 
Temminck’s Stint 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Spotted Redshank 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua 
Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Sandwich Tern 
Little Tern 
Long-eared Owl 

Red-throated Diver 
Black-throated Diver 
Great Northern Diver 
Red-necked Grebe 
Slavonian Grebe 
Black-necked Grebe 
Shag 
Great Bittern 
Little Egret 
Spoonbill 
Whooper Swan 
Tundra Swan 
Bean Goose 
Brent Goose 
Green-winged Teal 
Garganey* 
Red-creasted Pochard* 
Ring-necked Duck 
Long-tailed Duck 
Velvet Scoter 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Honey Buzzard 

 
* description is not required of summer plumage drakes. 




