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Book Notices

Bewick, Thomas. Bewick to Dovaston: Letters 1824-1828. Edited by Gordon Williams,
with an introduction by Montague Weekley. Nattali & Maurice, London, 1968.
8°. Pp. 10+3+117+6. £4 4s.

As the man who raised the craft ofwood-engraving to its finest level of accomplish-
ment, Thomas Bewick tends to be celebrated today as an artist rather than a naturalist.
Certainly, the majority ofworks published about him have concentrated on the former
aspect, and in the introduction to this latest volume Mr Montague Weekley, the author
of the standard biography published in 1953, conforms to this long tradition. Neverthe-
less Bewick's works appear to have acted as a major influence in fostering the great
growth of interest in natural history that took place in Britain around the turn of the
nineteenth century, and provided, furthermore, an essential bedrock of observational
data collected together in one place that served as a stimulus to later authors to build on,
more or less continuously, almost throughout the Victorian era. In a sense, he was one of
the principal seminal forces in British ornithology; and it is fitting, therefore, that a book
should have been published at last that presents Bewick, inescapably, as a naturalist first
and foremost.
The collection of letters between various members of the Bewick family and the

Shropshire naturalist and litterateurJohn F. M. Dovaston that forms the raison d'etre of this
volume was acquired from the Dovaston family by the British Museum, Bloomsbury,
in 1938. Although one or two scholars have since drawn on them for incidental detail,
none till now has ever been printed in its entirety. The editor and publishers—a newly
revived fine-printing subsidiary of the Bodley Head—deserve to be congratulated on
their initiative in now making them available to a much wider public and on the exem-
plary nature of the attendant scholarship and presentation.
By sheer coincidence, a paper on Dovaston—the real "hero" of these pages—appeared

in thisJournal just after the volume under review had gone to press. Without the benefit
of the new data contained in this, the full historical significance ofDovaston inevitably
fails to emerge. The publishers (under the Bodley Head imprint) have since gone some
way towards rectifying this by issuing for limited distribution for Christmas 1968 a

small supplementary volume with the title Thomas Bewiek: From the Letters of 1823-1828.
In this are reproduced in full five further Bewick-Dovaston letters that in the meantime
have come to light in the Shropshire Record Office. Only 300 copies of this 37-page
supplement have been printed, and of these only 100 have been made available for sale
through Nattali & Maurice: it is thus, at the very outset, a collector's item in itself. The
editor of this equally attractive and useful little work has chosen—in good bibliographical
tradition—to tantilize us with no more than his bare initials, but by a piece of elementary
collation it is possible to establish his identity as Mr Iain S. Bain. Is it too much to hope
that we may have before long a much fuller account of the delightful but still far too
little-known Dovaston from his obviously highly authoritative hand?
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