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OBITUARY

Douvcras Haprey MEARES.

Time takes toll of us all ; and step by step the old brigade of
omithologists passes away. One of the latest members is.

Douglas Meares, a very old and valued friend of mine, who died
on June 2nd; 1949; at his residence The Rowans; Ash Vale, Surrey.
Born on June 15th, 1881, one of the younger sons of the late -
Thomas Meares of Clive Hall, near Shrewsbury, Douglas was
educated at Bilton Grange (near Rugby) and Uppingham, where
for several years he was in the shooting eight, ultimately becoming
captain of it. He was not keen on ball-games. Had he been, his -
splendid physique would surely have made him a fine forward at
“rugger . But he was an accomplished equestrian. Chiefly,
however, were his faculties and energies centred on the study.of -
birds, especially our breeding species, of which he possessed a
sound. and extensive knowledge. He was in fact, a first-rate
field-ornithologist (though in his latter years deafness proved a.
severe handicap), and it is a great pity that his observations were
not more often made public. He was also, at ope time, an
excellent cragsman and tree-climber. After leaving school, he
sought the Stock Exchange as a profession ; and had indeed
only just retired therefrom when fatal illness o’ertook him. I, 3t
any rate, was amazed, since I had always regaxded him as a
stalwart who would easily woo the eighties. . ,

Of the man- himself, let it be said that he was particulazly
plucky, generous to & fault, modest and quiet. Ofa most amiable
disposition, too.  Often, for instance, did he help young collectors,
and that sometimes to his own let and hindrance. From which
some of us would do well o take 2 lesson. He married Minnie,

. danghter of the late James Ambler of Moorlands, Ben Rhydding,
near Ilkley, Yorkshire. She survives, as do two of their three
sons, namely, Gerald and John (Lt.-Col., MB.E.). " Their third
son, Stanley (D.F.C.), was killed when in command of the 1st

. American Eagle Squadron st that time attached to the Royal
AnWaie e DR

Tt only remains to add that Douglas leaves behind a whole host
of pleasant memories; and that his loss is not only a loss to
omithology, .but ‘also, apart from relatives, to a great number
of ‘people who ‘will always cherish with undiluted pleasire the -
memory of his never-failing courtesy and friendship. * My fask
has been a sad one.. But it has none the less béen'a pléasure to
pay well-deserved tribute to one who was i every respect a real
lli‘::; 1 never looked at Douglas but that I thought of Cowper’s

“ An honest man, close button’d to the chin, :
Broad cloth without, and a warm heart within.”
J.'W.-Bond.












